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A hurried glance at some of the more compact lesson- 
helps in The Sunday School Times is not exactly 
study preparation for teaching. The paper has not 
become as serviceable as it might to you unless you 
| are making ample week-day use of it through the 
general reading it provides, and through the carefully 
chosen announcements of advertisers who can meet 
satisfactorily some of your material negds in home 
and school. 











Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: What doth Jehovah require 
of thee, but to do past >» and to loge kindness, and to walk 
page with thy -~Micah 6: 


Ss pth Oe whe ts Mark 9: ated ¥ > 1%: 13-16 
2. Janaary 9 arth Mission of the Seventy Luke 1o : 1-24 
3. January 18.—The Good Samaritan. ....... Luke 10 : 25-37 


+ anuary 25.--Serving Jesus . . Luke 8 : 1-3; 9 : 57-62; 10: 38-42 

ebruary 1.—The Unfriendly Neighbor is . Luke 11 : 1-13 

z February 8.—Darkness and Light . ... Luke 11 : 14°26, 33-30 

February 15.—Christ’s Hatred ri mpied * Sk Luke 11 : 37-54 
Ek February 22,—Faith Destroying Fear suke 12: 


I-12 
9. March 1.—Trusting in Riches and ‘Trusting in God . Luke 12 : 13-34 
10. March 8.—Watchfulness (Temperance Lesson) . . Luke 12 : 35-48 
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The Pen of Light 
By Caroline M. Holmes 


ORD, place within my hand thy pen of light, 
To write to some discouraged, suff ’ring one 
A word of cheer,—strong, glowing words of help; 
And brighten all his day like shine of sun. 


Lord, close my fingers round thy pen of light, 
That I may tell the tempted, lone, astray, 
Whose path is lost in worse than darkest night, 
How he may turn, and find the straight home-way. 


Lord, may it always shine, thy pen of light, 
And inspiration give, and help divine. 

Oh, pass it on and on, from hand to hand, 
Iilumined pen, no word to write but thine. 


Our Bank Account 

No man of himself can build up a bank account 
that shall outlast this world: For we do not natyrally 
possess any of the goodness that really lasts. ‘‘ There 
is none that doeth good, no, not so much as one."’ 
‘* None is good, save one, even God.’’ God in Christ 
does everything good that any of us seem to do. 
When one has received Christ as his life, and has 
awakened to the truth that the only life he has, worthy 
of the name, consists of Christ himself, he recognizes 
as never before that ‘it is God who worketh”’ in him 
‘*both to will and to work.’ This does not mean 
that we are relieved from the resposibility of using 
our will and our strength ; it does mean that that will 
and strength are Christ's lifein us. And when, through 
our yielding to him, Christ does anything good through 
us, then, having really done it himself, he credits it to 





our account as though we had done it! Thus he 
brings to pass Paul's assurance that ‘‘ whatsoever good 
thing each one doeth, the same shall he receive again 
from the Lord.’’ This is our heavenly bank account. 
Christ, living his life in us, producing such fruit- 
bearing as only he can accomplish, puts all the results 
to the account that he has opened in our name, just 
as an earthly father opens a bank account in the name 
of his little child, and from time to time makes de- 
posits there which stand as the property of the child. 
That is the love and the grace of our Lord. The size 
of the bank account that we shall find waiting for us 
in heaven depends simply upon the amount of our 
willingness to yield to our Lord for his working. 


x 
Becoming Like God 


It is not often realized that when we become child- 
like we are becoming like God. Our Lord, in urging 
upon his disciples the need of becoming as little chil- 
dren, was really urging that they enter into His own 
character. President Robert Ellis Thompson, in call- 
ing attention to the truth that we are imitators of God 
in our childtikeness, mentions this remarkable quality 
of the child : he never gets ‘‘used'* to anything ; the 
wonder of common things makes an ever fresh appeal. 
And the heavenly Father, Dr. Thompson suggests, 
never gets used to things. Good things are always 
fresh and inviting to Him, and evil always is abomin- 
able. Let us, too, feel the keen pain of evil, no mat- 
ter how often we meet it, and let us approach the good 
things of everyday experience witlr the simple wonder 
and eager appreciation of childhood. 


x 
A Social Invitation 


‘* Society life’? ought to mean our sharing with 
others the very best things that we have. How far 
away we have gotten from this when we let the word 
‘*society’’ stand, as it so often does, for the worst 
instead of the best. In shining contrast is a fault- 
lessly printed invitation that friends of the McAuley 
Water Street Mission of New York City recently re- 
ceived. There was extended to them a most cordial 
invitation to come to the Mission, on an evening in 
November, and rejoice with the three men whose 


“ 


names were signed, in celebration of their triple an- 
niversary. The three dates which were the occasion 
of this invitation were given as follows : ‘* Renewed 
life. November 7, 1905.’ ‘*Born from above, 
November 7, 1906.'" ‘*God keeps, November 7, 
1909.’ Preceding the signatures were the words : 
‘Let the redeemed of the Lord say so’’; and in a 
corner of the card were the lines: 
*¢ Another year beginning, 
Our Father, may it be 
Wherever thou dost lead us, 
Another year with thee,’’ 


What rejoicing in heaven there must be when cards 
of invitation to a ‘‘social’’ gathering of-this sort are 
sent out on earth! Many other forms and occasions 
of social fellowship have their proper place in our 
life to-day ; yet in all of these our Lord Jesus would 
be the center and the head just as truly as at this 
meeting in the McAuley Mission. 


ax 
Helpful While Burdened 


No one can be of much help to others who is 
chiefly occupied with concealing his own troubies. 
And, no matter what one’s troubles are, to fight them 
down need never be his chief concern. A man who 
was bearing what would ordinarily be called crush- 
ingly heavy burdens prayed that his face and presence 
might offer help and inspiration to those about him, 
not because he was succeeding in covering up a heavy 
heart, but because of a light heart within. This is 
exactly the miracle that our Lord Jesus Christ will 
work for any of us, no matter what our immediate 
circumstances may be. As Dr, Scofield has said of 
Paul in prison: ‘‘The circumstances of the apostle 
are in striking contrast with his Christian experience. 
As to the former, he was Nero’s prisoner. As to the 
latter, there was the shout of victory, the pzean of joy. 
Christian experience, he would teach us, is not some- 
thing which is going on around the believer, but some- 
thing which is going on within him.’’ The greater 
our burden, the greater may be our joy in the miracle 
of Christ's deliverance from our burden. Then our 
helpfulness to others will always be the irrepressible 
showing forth of the burden-bearing, victorious Christ 
within. 


% 


For a New Year of Victory 


HAT is beautiful!’’ exclaimed the heathen, 
when the missionary had finished telling 
what the Christian life meant ; ‘‘can you do 

it?’’ Over many a set of New Year's resolutions the 
same exclamation would fit and the same question 
might be asked. Here is a set of resolutions drawn 
up by a young Christian who has been bold enough 
to write opposite each resolve the date when the first 
break came. Early rising, promptness in attendance 
at Sunday-school and other meetings, real preparation 
of Sunday-school lessons, purity of thought, kindness 
of speech,—these were among the resolutions on this 
list : some ran unbroken for weeks, a few for months, 
but the year’s close found some fracture in each re- 
solve that had been so earnestly entered into. 

If this is a usual experience with Christians, and 
there are many to bear witness that it is, then some- 
thing is wrong. The secret of this failure in keeping 
New Year's resolutions is that the one resolution that 
is necessary to give force to the others has been left 
out. If that one be made, all others can be kept. It 
will be found, too, that many other resolutions need 
not then be made. 

Three years ago, as the last hours of the old year 
were moving out, a young man alone in his room was 
fighting the battle of battles. _ Brought up in a Chris- 
tian home, and himself a Christian in name, religion 
had been but a theory to him, and his life was stained 


with many sins that are sadly familiar to a startling 
number of young men. For a long while his mother 
had been kept from the knowledge of her boy’s habits, 
but what all his associates knew could not continue 
hidden. When the revelation came, he faced a 
broken-hearted mother, and he could not but promise 
that he would change his life. 

In September the promise was made, and with a 
bitter struggle he had refrained from gross outward 
sins, although the inner life was little changed. Now, 
on New Year's eve, this terrible possibility was facing 
him : he must break his promise to his mother, for 
he could fight the fight no longer. One other way 
was open. Thoughts kept coming of the things he 
had heard concerning Christ's power to save. Fine: 
spun theories they had been to him before, but he 
was in a desperate case now, and—yes, he would try 
it. He uttered the first real prayer of his life, calling 
on Christ, if there was a Christ, to come and help. 
‘*I need something done, and it has to be done 
quick.’”’ 

As he prayed and struggled in those first hours of 
the New Year the surrender came, and the miracle 
followed. It was not a promise to refrain from out- 
ward sin. It was a giving up, not of certain pleasures 


and sins, but of life itself, —of everything that for him 
In its place he was to get he knew 
he was having his first lesson in blind faith. 


had spelled life. 
not what; 
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So well known had his conduct been that, when this 
young fellow came to his pastor hungry for something 
to do for Christ, the pastor dared not give him at once 


a Sunday-school class or a place of responsibility. If ” 


he had done so, he said, his people would have won- 
dered at his action. To-day this young Christian is 
superintendent of his Sunday-school,—a flourishing 
school of over seven hundred members,—and is one 
of the strongest factors in winning the young men 
about him to real Christian living. 

Many New Year's resolutions this young Christian 
had made. That one resolution of three years ago 
was the first one he ever kept. ‘‘And I didn’t keep 
that one,"’ he adds; ‘‘it was kept for me.’’ 

That is what we need! Not resolutions that we 
can keep. Buta resolution that will keep ws, Not 
many Christians, perhaps, have experienced the life 
of sin that this young man knew. But if we are fight- 
ing any sin and habitually failing in the fight, we need 
to realize that our case is as hopeless as was his. If 
we fail in resolutions that the Spirit leads us to make, 
we need a miracle just as he did, and only a miracle 
will answer. The resolution that will keep ws is that 
which will open the way for the miracle to act. 

A well-known Bible teacher once declared to his 
class, ‘‘ You need never expect God to work a spiritual 
miracle for you."’ The teacher's good intention was 
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to guard his young students against expecting certain 
immediate results in character-building. But the 
greater truth is that God Aas worked a spiritual miracle 
forus. He that resolves to do God’s will, and accepts 
Christ's power to do it, instantly receives a:new life 
that can go on uninterruptedly through the year. 

In one of the great mountain-peaks of the teaching 
of Jesus, recorded in the seventh chapter of John, the 
Master used this word ‘‘resolve.’’ ‘‘ He that resolves 
[as the word is literally] to do his will, he shall know 
of the teaching.’’ Our Lord adds that Moses gave 
the law, ‘‘ yet none of you doeth the law.’’ What is 
this new teaching that will enable them to keep the 
law? At that same feast, on the last great day, Jesus 
gave the answer: ‘‘Come unto me. ... He that be- 
lieveth on me... from within him shall flow rivers 
of living water.’’ Ours it is to resolve to know noth- 
ing, seek nothing, want nothing, save his will. His 
is to work the miracle of the Spirit-controlled life that 
can keep resolutions, And if the surrender to our 
Lord's will has really been made, his miracle has been 
worked, and it only remains to accept it by faith. 

For us Christians, no matter how mature, there are 
resources in ‘Christ that can bring new victories as 
startling as Was the victory of that young man who had 
counted but a theory the fact that the Lord Jesus 
Christ could save and keep. 





If You Have Had a 
*‘White Gift”’ Christmas 

Has your school ever tried the Christmas plan of 
‘White Gifts for the King''? How the ‘* * White 
Gift’ Christmas'’ idea started, and how it is being 
used, was told in The Sunday School Times of No- 
vember 15, in which two pages were devoted to Christ- 
mas preparations in the Sunday-school, If your 
school has. used this plan, will you not write the Editor 
about it, telling what the results: have been? Either 
a brief mention of ‘how the plan worked, or a more 
extended article that might include life incidents, will 
be welcomed, and payment will gladly be made for 
the letters or articles that are published. It would 
be appreciated also if you will mention the names of 
any schools you know that have had a‘* White Gift 


Christmas,"’ 
a“ 
What is the “Synoptic Problem”? 


The International Lesson Committee tell us that 
the Uniform Lessons for 1914 take up the life of 
Christ as recorded in ‘‘ the Synoptic Gdspels.’’ The 
terms ‘‘Synoptic Gospels’’ and ‘Synoptic Problem’’ 
are constantly seen in commentaries and lesson helps 
on the New Testament; yet the term itself perhaps 
means little to many an _ otherwise well-informed 
reader. Many know, of course, that when one men- 
tions the Synoptic Gospels the first three Gospels are 
meant, and that in some way there is a difference 
between those first three Gospels,—Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke,-—and the fourth Gospel, John. But be- 
yond that very general understanding of the term, 
few, perhaps, could go; and_§it is on this account that 
The Sunday School Times is glad to discuss the ques- 
tion at the outset of the new year's lessons, in connec- 
tion with the following inquiry : 

In the helpful article by Professor Griffith Thomas on 
** Books to Use'"’ on the 1914 Lessons, published in The Sun- 
day School ‘Times of December 7, there was a reference to the 
**Synoptic Problem,’ and in connection with this the follow- 
ing brief explanatory comment was made: ‘‘ the question as 
to what sources Matthew, Mark, and Luke used in writing 
their Gospels."’ I should be interested, as I think many other 
readers would be, in knowing more about the matter referred 
to... What is the opinion of Bible scholars as to what sources 
the Gospel writers used, and in what sense is the whole sub- 
ject a ‘‘ problem"? 

The problem is this. The first three Gospels con- 
tain: narratives of the life of our Lord which present 
remarkable points both of agreement and disagree- 
ment. The agreement is in such matters as material, 
order of sequence, phraseology, and general outline. 
The word ‘‘synoptic’’ itself means from a common, 
or single, viewpoint; or, as the Standard Dictionary 
defines the word, ‘‘containing parts that may be 
brought under the eye side by side as virtually iden- 
tical.'"’ Thus the more or less common viewpoint of 
the first three Gospels distinguishes them from the 
Gospel. of John, the viewpoint of which is distinctly 
different. 





Thus if Mark be taken as the basis of comparison, 
it will be seen that most of its material is found either 


in Matthew or in Luke. And the narratives in which 
Luke agrees with Mark are in the same order in both 
Gospels, and, speaking generally, this is also the case 
with the narratives common to Matthew and Mark. 
The agreement in phraseology is most striking, as a 
careful comparison of the language will show. For 
example, compare the following passages : 


MATTHEW 4: 18-22. 


And. walking by. the. sea of 
Galilee, he saw two brethren, 
Simin who is called Peter, 
and Andrew his brother, cast- 
ing a net into the sea; for they 
were fishers. And he saith 
unto them, Come ye after me, 
and I will make you fishers of 
men. And they straightway 
left the nets, and followed him. 
And going on from thence he 
saw two other brethren, James 
the son of Zebedee, and John 
his brother, in the boat with 
Zebedee their father, mending 
their nets; and he calied them, 
And they straightway left the 
boat and their father, and fol- 
lowed him. 


MARK 1 : 16-20, 


And ,passing along. by the 
sea of Galilee, he saw Simon 
and Andrew the brother of 
Simon casting a nét in the sea; 
for they were fishers. And 
Jesus said unto them, Come 
ye after me, and I will make 
you to become fishers of men. 
And straightway they left the 
nets, and followed him. And 
going on a little further, he 
saw James the son of Zebe- 
dee, and John his brother, who 
also were in the boat mending 
the nets. And straightway he 
called them: and they left 
their father Zebedee in the 
boat with the hired servants, 
and went after him. 


The outline of our Lord’s ministry in all three Gos- 
pels commences with the preaching of John the Bap- 
tist, the baptism and temptation, a ministry in 
Galilee, travels on the borders of Galilee, and a 
journey to Jerusalem, with the last week of Christ's 
life. 

Side by side with these remarkable similarities in 
the first three Gospels are equally striking disagree- 
ments. Each Gospel has its own: motive and pur- 
pose ; there are accounts which are clearly independ- 
ent, each Gospel has parts peculiar to itself, and the 
same events are often treated differently. For exam- 
ple, compare Matthew 9: 1-8 and Mark 2: 1-12; it 
will be seen that in these parallel accounts of the 
healing of a man with the palsy, Matthew omits all 
mention of the packed crowd and tlie four friends’ 
breaking up of the roof and letting the man down 
before Jesus, which Mark records. ee WTRR Ss 

The problem, therefore, is how to reconcile ‘the 
similarities with the dissimilarities. Some have 
thought there was a common document from which 
all three drew what each one needed, This would 
account for the similarities, but not for the differences. 
Others think that catechetical instruction, given orally, 
will account for the close. resemblance together with 
the differences; but most writers are now of the opin- 
ion that whatever influence oral teaching may, have 
had, there must have been written documents as well. 
Absolute independence of each other seems to have 
been impossible. There was some literary relation- 
ship of a documentary kind, and yet no solution cin 
ever be satisfactory which disregards the definite inde+ 
pendence of purpose in each Gospel. An old-fash- 
ioned theory by a great scholar of a former generation, 
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Dr. Birks of Cambridge, suggests that each evangelist 
wrote in the order that we now possess the Gospels, 
Mark, Luke, and John each having the preceding 
Gospel or Gospels in view as he wrote, though main- 
taining his own purpose, and yet that each was origin- 
ally not a copy, the material being partly oral and 
partly documentary. Thus Mark wrote with Matthew 
in view while utilizing other material; Luke with 
Matthew and Mark in view while taking his own line, 
and John with all three in front of him. Scholars of 
to-day, however, incline to the view that Mark is the 
first Gospel written, and was used by the writers of 
the other two Synoptic Gospels, Matthew and Luke, 
together with additional sources for the material pecu- 
liar to each, But in all our discussions of the Synop- 
tic Problem we should never lose sight of the fact that 
each Gospel has its own specific purpose, however 
much common material they possess, 


x 


-_Do You Use a Golden Pen? 


Is there danger of losing the art and the grace of 
letter writing? If there is, we cannot safeguard our- 
selves against this. loss too soon. -The world needs 
letter writers. There are few ways in which we can 


more simply and effectively show a practical friend- 


ship for others than by the right sort of letters ; and 
many of us have not quite realized this. There is an 
informal organization, however, that has been quietly 
doing its work for some years past, and The Sunday 
School Times believes that many more of. its readers 
ought to know about it. The following letter from: 
an Indiana reader tells of the effect it has had in his 
own life : 

I recall often the statement made in the Times some years 
since about the League of the Golden Pen, I try to write a 
letter at least once a month as it proposes,—just to do good to 
some one,—and have found much satisfaction in the writing 
and in the evidence of gratification on the part of those to 
whom I write. 

I do not know the address of those directing this interest, 
and should be glad to be informed. 1 have a large class in 
Sunday-school (68 present last Sunday), and I think | might 
aid them to usefulness bv inducing them to join the League of 
the Golden Pen, I believe you might do good by making 
mention again in the Times of the League and its purpose. 

The story of the League of the Golden Pen .is.a 
‘mach more remarkable one-tham may:be guessed from 
It is ‘published elsewhere in this issue of 
the Times, on page 790. Won't you turn right to it 
and read it? Then ask yourself whether the Golden 
Pen has had the place in your lifé that it might 
have. Or has the porcupine quill ever interfered 
with it? 

Perhaps no other one man of our generation has so 
understood and so used the power of letter writing as 
has. Dr, J. R. Miller. The remarkable story ‘of his 
ministry with the pen was told by Dr. John T. Faris 
in the November 15 issue of the Times, in the iirticle 
‘‘A Christian Knight of the Golden Pen.’’ Readers 
of the Times are now to have the privilege of reading 
Dr. Miller's personal letters nearly every week during 
the coming year. The first of these letters will appear 
in next week's issue. ‘* The League of the Golden 
Pen’’ is strongly commended by Dr. Miller in one 
of these letters that speaks intimately of his own 
practise. 

With the permission of the author of ‘‘ The League 
of the Golden Pen’’ The Sunday School Times has 
arranged to supply its readers with copies of the at- 
tractive little ‘‘ Certificate of Membership,’’ containing 
spaces for a record of the letters written with the 
Golden Pen during each month for five years ; and 
copies also of the unusual message on the League, 
which is given in this issue, reprinted in pamphlet 
form for distribution among one’s friends. Thé mem- 
bership card and the leaflet may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company for five cents. To act 
upon the counsel of this leaflet may be one of the 
biggest little things we can ever do, 


“ape 


. From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


LMIGHTY GOD, our Father: We humbly ac- 
knowledge our errors and frailties, and implore 
thy grace to cure them. Sting us out of our 

dulness and self-complacency. Make us hungry for 
rigliteousness, quickening, elevation of character, and 
moral largeness.. Rebuke our indifference to obliga- 
tion and opportunity. Equip us to represent Jesus 
Christ to needy men, and. to convey to them his gifts. 
So fill our hearts with divine compassion that every 
one who crosses our path shall get some good from 
our kindness. Make us rich in power to please, and 
to ‘help. 
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A Servant Needed.—A group of children 
were happily playing on the broad door- 
stone, under protectin shade-trees. ‘*1’m 
the mother,’”’ cried the largest little girl. 
** There always has to be a mother, and I’m 
it.” Black-eyed Nat sat next. ‘I’m the 
father,’’ he asserted sturdily. ‘* Nellie and 
Rob can be the children, but I’ll be the 
father, and, of course, I’ll see to things.’’ 

A little blue-eyed tot of a girl saw a very 
good chance of being left out of this pretty 
fumily game. ‘* What am I?” she asked 
a little pitifully. 

‘sl here has to be servants,’’ said the self- 
selected father and mother, ‘*That's all 
that’s left that we can see.’’ 

**Well,’”? remarked the little girl very 
sweetly, ‘1’ll be a real nice one, then. 
Somebody has to do something for the rest, 
and it’s just as good as anything if you do it 
nice.’’ —Juniata Rohrback, » Washington, 
D.C. from The Epworth Herald. 


When She Was Tired.—‘‘ Did you get 
tired to-day?’’ said a minister to his little 
daughter on the way from church, ‘* Yes, 
father, but I beared it because I love you.”’ 
Out of the mouth of babes let us learn that 
patience is born of love.—MM/rs. RX. W. Lowe, 
Delevan, N. Y. From The Christian En- 
deavor World. 


The Big Folks and the Little Things.— 
*¢ Do you suppose,’’ said Johnny, as his little 
cousin laid away her largest, rosiest apple 
for a sick girl, ‘¢that God cares about’ such 
little things as we do? Tle is too busy 
taking care of the big folks to notice us 
much.’’ Winnie shook her head and pointed 
toimama; who had just lifted the baby from 
the crib. ‘*Do you think,’’ said Winnie, 
that mama is so busy with the big folks that 
she forgets the baby? She thinks of the 
baby ‘first, cause he’s the littlest. Surely 
God knows how to love as well: as mother.” 
—Juniata Rohrback, Washington, D. C. 
Frou The Epworth Herald. 


The Mother’s Question.—An aged wife 
was dying. She was nearly one hundred 
years of age, and the husband who had 
taken the journey with her sat by her side. 
She was just breathing faintly, but suddenly 
she revived, opened her eyes, and said : 

** Why, it is dark.’’ 

** Yes, Janet, it is dark,’’ 

** Ts it night? ”’ 

**Oh, yes, it is midnight !’? 

*¢ Are all the children in? ”’ 

There was that o!d mother living life over 
again. Her youngest child had been in the 
grave twenty, years, but she was traveling 
back into the old days, and she fell asleep in 
Christ, asking : 

‘* Are all the children in ?”’ 

Dear friend, are they all in? Put the 
question to yourself now. Is John in? Is 
James in? Or is he immersed in business 
and pleasure? Is he living a double and 
dislronest life? Where is your boy, mother ? 
Where is your son, your daughter? Is it 
well with your children—can you say it is? 
—IW. R. Clark, Crosland Moor, Hudders- 
field, Eng. From D. L. Moody. 


lements.—A lady asked a little child 
on Children’s Day to which class she be- 
longe«l in the Sunday-school. The little one 
replied, ‘*I belong to the implement class.”’ 
She meant, of course, the izfané class. Later 
in the day the pastor remarked that the child 
spoke more wisely than she knew, for the 
infant class was really an implement class, 
and its members were ‘‘little Luilders.’’— 
William J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N.Y. 


The Boy’s Answer.—Dr. Wilfred Gren- 
fell of Labrador tells of his reverie one night 
as he sat watching beside a sick child. The 
cold, barren Labrador offered no comforts 
for the body; the missionary was worn out 
by long journeys and nightly vigils ; the fight 
again-t greedy merchants in Newfoundland 
had only just begun; there were no sympa- 
thetic fellow-workers in whom he could con- 
fide ; the Christians in Labrador were few 
and far between, and those in England and 
the tates seemed to have forgotten the mis- 
sionary’s existence. Efforts were being 
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made by evil-doers to drive him out of the 
country. Was it any wonder that the thought 
came: ‘* After all, is it worth while? Why 
not leave these people to themselves, and go 
home to England, where friends and com- 








We eee from the Little Folks ? 


Life incidents that reveal secrets of power and of childlikeness 
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Is it worth while fighting out the battle in 
this great lone land of ice and snow?’’ Just 
then there was a stir in the cot, a little 
cough, and the sick boy’s large eyes turned 
toward the doctor and a smile lighted up the 
forts are waiting? What is this sick boy to! pale face. A still small voice seemed to say: 
me—one whom I never saw till yesterday? | **It is worth while. ‘Inasmuch as ye have 








Inside the Editorial Rooms 


-More about the features that will enrich the 
general reading columns of the Times during 1914 








@ ‘‘Intimate Letters on Soul Problems,’’ by the late Dr. J. R. 
Miller, whom the whole world loved, promise to be one of the richest 
treasures The Sunday School Times has offered its readers in a long 
time. Think of having a personal letter from Dr. Miller almost every 
week! The letters cover a surprising range of life interests. 


q@ ‘‘Baby Ben”’ is not an alarm clock, but the stir that this baby 
made in Miss ‘Travis’ Cradle Roll awakened a great many people and 
gave them new ideas about Cradle Rolls and about babies. Miss 
Angelina W. Wray has written a story about ‘‘ Baby Ben,’’ that is 
full of humor and of pathos. It will reach all hearts, whether they 
have ever heard of a ‘‘ Cradle Roll’’ or not. 


@ One of the keenest observers of the secrets of power in great 
orators was the late H. Clay ‘Trumbull. He knew speakers of remark- 
able eloquence, and he often questioned them about their methods 
of work. ‘Two articles from Dr. Trumbull’s pen, never before pub- 
lished, set down his reminiscences of ‘‘ An Orator’s Power.’’ 


@ Our Lord Jesus Christ has made a little lake town in England, 
Keswick, the scene of deliverance from the power of sin for perhaps 
more of his followers than any other place in the world during the 
past generation. It is the place where defeated Christians learn how 
to reign. ‘The Editor of the Times visited the Keswick Convention 
last July, and hopes to share with the readers what he saw and 
heard and received there. 


@ Digging into the ground often disturbs the Destructive Criticism, 
but it never disturbs the Bible. Archeology’s discoveries that 
corroborate the Bible are an almost indispensable part of one’s Bible 
equipment nowadays. Professor Melvin Grove Kyle will continue 
to keep you well posted in this fascinating field of study. 


q@ The prodding, startling freshness of ‘‘ A Veteran Pastor’s Prayers ’’ 
is remarkable evidence of the fact that a man need never grow dull 
if he has a life-time of spiritual experience back of him. These 
prayers will continue to come from this pastor’s actual pulpit ministry. 


q@ The Sunday-school as a world movement is startling some of the 
leaders of the non-Christian world. The greatest items of world 
Sunday-school news are now going to be brought directly to you, 
month by month, in a new department created for this purpose in 
the Times. Fuller announcement of this will be made later. 


@ Would you like to attend a prayer conference addressed by such 
leaders as Robert E. Speer, the Rev. Henry W. Frost, Charles L. 
Mead, D.D., and James A. Francis, D.D., of Boston? An all-day 
prayer conference was held in New York City in November under 
the direction of the World’s Morning Watch, and searching addresses 
were given on this practise that is ‘‘the Christian’s vital breath.’’ 
The Sunday School Times has planned to let its readers share in the 
messages of this conference in a special Prayer Number. These 
articles in a notable way illuminate the Lord’s Prayer, and furnish 
a remarkable sidelight upon the lesson of January 30. 


@ ‘<The Coming Revival’’ is frequently spoken of as a hope whose 
fulfilment is not far distant. Remarkable movements to-day in dif- 
ferent parts of the world for the winning of men through personal 
evangelism suggest that the coming revival is to be more than a 
hope. ‘‘The National Men’s Personal Work League,’’ growing out 
of one of Billy Sunday’s campaigns, has stirred thousands of men. 
The ‘Fisherman’s Club’’ of Los Angeles is another notable league 
of soul-winners ; and ‘‘ The ‘One by One’ Working Band,’’ of Eng- 
land is continuing its blessed work. The stories of these movements 
will be told in the Personal Evangelism Department, and life inci- 
dents from the experience of these and other workers will be told. 


Additional Anneuncements will be found on page 792 








done it unto one of these least, my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me. Lo, I am with 
you always, even unto the end of the aye.’’’ 
—/Juniata Rohrback, Washington, D. C. 
From Pennsylvania School Journal. 


The Emperor’s Seat—The Emperor was 
witnessing the review of his army. A little 
girl was on one of the stands, she saw a feeble 
old woman trying to get where she could see. 
‘The child gave up her seat to the old woman 
and went and stood in the crowd. But while 
she was standing on tiptoes trying to see, a 
courier of the Emperor elbowed his way to 
her and said: * Little girl, her majesty would 
be pleased to see you in the royal box.’’ 
When the abashed child stood before the 
Empress, she graciously said, ‘* Come here, 
my daughter, and sit with me, I saw you give 
up your seat to the old woman, and now you 
must remain by my side.’’—Z//a Brownson, 
Cedar Rapids, Lowa, From T, DeWitt Tal- 
mage. 


Painting Not Enough.—A young artist 
named Tucker painted the picture of a for- 
lorn woman with a child, out in the storm. 
‘This picture took such a hold upon him that 
he laid by palette and brush, saying, ‘I 


‘must go to the lost, instead of painting 


them.’’ Ile prepared for the ministry, and 
for some time worked in the city’s siums. 
At length he said, ‘I must go to that part 
of the world where men seem to be most 
hopelessly lost.’’ That young artist was 
none other than Bishop Tucker, of Uganda, 
Africa.— Burton H. Winslow, Saco, Me. 
From the Record of Christian Work, 


His Little Sister’s Paper.—Once a little 
boy came to a city missionary, and, holding 
out a dirty and well-worn bit of paper, said, 
** Please, sir, father sent me to get a clean 
paper like that.’’ Taking it from his hand, 
the missionary unfolded it, and found it was 
a page containing that beautiful hymn, 


** Just as I am without one plea, 
But that thy blood was shed for me, 
And that thou bidst me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come."’ 


The missionary looked down with interest 
into the face earnestly upturned to him and 
asked the little boy where he got it, and why 
he wanted a clean one, ‘* We found it, sir,’’ 
he said, ‘‘in sister’s pocket, after she died ; 
and she used to sing it all the time when she 
was sick, and loved it so much that father 
wanted me to get a clean one, to put in a 
frame and hang it up. Won’t you give us a 
clean one, sir?’’—Emma Carbach, Cleve- 
land, O. From ** Common Folks’ Relig- 
ton,’ by the Rev. Louis Albert Banks. 


Would It Pay ?—A distinguished man was 
speaking at the opening of a reformatory for 
boys, and remarked that if only one boy were 
saved from ruin it would pay for all the cost. 
After the exercises were over, a gentleman 
asked him if he had not put it too strongly 
when he said that all the cost of founding 
such an institution would be repaid if only 
one boy should be saved, ‘Not if it were 
my boy,’’ was the answer.—Zmma C. Fish, 
regal N.Y. From Dr, Miller’s Year 

ook. 


Dr. Beecher’s Farewell.—In Dr. C, H. 
Hall’s eulogy on Henry Ward Beecher, in 
Plymouth Church, he said: “On his last 
Sunday evening in this place, two weeks ago, 
after the congregation had retired from it, the 
organist and one or two others were practis- 
ing. Mr. Beecher remained behind and lis- 
tened. Two street boys were prompted to 
wander into the building, and one of them 
was standing in the position of the boy Ra- 
phael has immortalized, gazing up at the or- 
gan. The old man laying his hand on the 
boy’s head, turned his face upward and 
kissed him, and with his arms about the two, 
left the scene of his triumphs, his trials and 
successes forever. It was a fitting close to a 
grand life, recognizing as his Master did that 
the humblest and poorest were his breth- 
ren.’’—£illa Brownson, Cedar Rapids, Lowa. 


Editor’s Note.—In the Illustration Round- 
Table, on page 795 of tnis issue, will be found 
other incidents that illustrate the child- 
spirit. 
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What is the Best Program for Missionary Day ? 


The strong and weak points of missionary plans that three schools have used are pointed out by Susie E. Ramsey 
of the Hartford School of Religious Pedagogy, in The Sunday School Clinic conducted for the Times by Hugh Cork 





OTHING, perhaps, better indicates the advance 
in religious education than the treatment of the 
subject of missions in connection with the train- 

ing of the children and youth of our Sunday-schools, 
The average reader can look back ten or fifteen years, 
and recall with much vividness the reception accorded 
the announcement by the Sunday-school superintend- 
ent that ‘‘ next Sunday will be Missicnary Sunday, 
All bring your pennies.’ Missionary Day often 
meant long, dull readings of statistics, or dry and un- 
interesting descriptions of mission stations and mis- 
sion work. Even this was perhaps an advance over 
no missionary instruction at all; and occasionally there 
would come the visit of some missionary returned 
from the foreign field, one of the rare souls who knew 
how to talk to children, and for weeks afterward the 
children’s play reflected the scenes she described. 
But there has come a wonderful advance in meth- 
ods of missionary education in the Sunday-school, 
due in large measure to the work of the Missionary 
Education Movement, the denominational Sunday- 
school boards, and the interdenominational Sunday- 


school agencies. _ 


Essentials of a Good Program.—While there are 
minor requirements, there are four main essentials 
which underlie a successful missionary presentation : 

1. It should be part of a larger program, carefully 
planned to meet the needs of the pupils in the various 
stages of development. 

2. It should be instructive,—that is, it should im- 
part information. 

3. It should be interesting,—that is, it should be 
adapted to the particular stage of development to 
which it makes its appeal, and should arouse an emo- 
tional response in the pupils. 

4. It should provide for adequate expression of the 
emotion which it has aroused, 

With these in mind, it may perhaps be profitable to 
examine missionary programs as seen in three Sunday- 
schools, and to square them with this standard. . 


In a Small City School.—The first program was 
given in a Sunday-school of about two hundred mem- 
bers, exclusive of the Home Department and Cradle 
Roll, which is located in one of Chicago's sub- 
urbs, The school is well graded, with Cradle Roll, 
Beginners, Primary, Junior, Intermediate, Senior, and 
Adult Departments, a training class of senior students 
meeting at the Sunday-school hour, and another 
meeting during the week for thosewho are already 
teachers in the school. On account of a limited 
equipment, the departments above the Primary are 
together for the devotional exercises. The program 
was given in the main room for these departments, 

For some time the Sunday-school had done practi- 
cally nothing along the line of missions, owing to the 
difficulty of securing any one to take charge of the 
work. The contributions of the school to the de- 
nominational missionary boards were merely voted 
from the regular funds by the Sunday-school board, 
the pupils having no part whatever in the matter. 

It was a distinct advance, therefore, when a chair- 
man of the Sunday-school missionary committee was 
elected, and steps taken to present the subject of mis- 
sions regularly to the school. It was planned to give a 
special program every two months, and to take an 
offering for missions the Sunday following that on 
which the program was given. The first program was 
planned to take the whole of the Sunday-school hour, 
and was carried out as follows : 


Opening hymn, ‘‘ Fiing Out the Banner.’’ 

Hymn, ‘** The Morning Light is Breaking.’’ 

Prayer, 

Scripture reading, ‘‘ The Great Commission,’’ 

Talk, ‘* Missions Among the Hogans of the Navajos.”’ 

Reading, ‘‘ The Story of Pah-ah-Wut.”’ 

Talk, ‘* What the Methodist Church is Doing for the 
Indians,”’ 

** How We Can Help.” 

Hymn, ‘‘ Teli it Out Among the Nations.”’ 

Prayer (for missionary work among the Indians), 


The leader had visited a missionary station among 
the Navajos, and the three talks whici: appear on the 
program were in reality parts of one address, which 
was divided to give a little variety. They were all 
given by herself. The reading was given by one of the 


= 


members of the school, and was the story of the changed 
life of an Indian who had been converted. Little 
folders had been prepared containing the program, 
mimeographed, and these were distributed to the 
school. Some Indian curios added interest to the 
program. The announcement was made that there 
would be opportunity for an offering the following 
Sunday for the Home Missionary Society, and the 
collection was considerably larger than the average. 

At the regular bi-monthly missionary meetings 
which have been held since the first program was 
given, a variety of subjects has been presented, such 
as ‘* The Immigrant,’’ ‘‘ Korea,’’ ‘* Missionary Work 
in Africa,’’ by a returned missionary, ‘* The Chicago 
Boys’ Club,’’ by one of their workers. The rule was 
to alternate home and foreign missionary subjects. 


In a Graded City School.—The second program was 
given in a school of about four hundred members, 
located in a small Eastern city. The school is thor- 
oughly graded. The Beginners, Primary, and Junior 
Departments have separate rooms, and the Interme- 
diate and Senior Departments meet together for devo- 
tional exercises, On the occasion when this program 
was given the Juniors met with them. 

The program was oné prepared by a denominational 
publishing house, and combined the celebration of 
Easter with that of the Livingstone centennial. Most 
of the hymns were written for the occasion, as is usual 
in programs of this kind, and thére were a number of 
concert exercises participated in by members of the 
school. The main feature of the program was a story 
made up of incidents in the life of Livingstone, and 
was told most graphically by a good story-teller, A 
map was used to indicate the various places in Africa 
which Livingstone visited in the course of his work. 


A Mission School’s Program.—The third program 
was. given in.a small mission school of about ninety 
members, located in the same city. This school is 
not graded except as to classes. Pupils of the same 
stage of development are grouped in classes, but there 
is no department organization whatever, and all ages 
from the Beginners up meet in one room, The super- 
intendent is the sole officer. It might be said in ex- 
planation that the school was organized by the super- 
intendent, who practically supports it, as it is not 
connected with any church organization. 

The missionary program in question covered a 





Clinical Notes 
By the Chief-of-Staff 


1. Organized missionary activity in the Sunday- 
school is about the most interesting line of work that 
any school can undertake to-day. A live missionary 
superintendent and committee will do a marvelous 
work in any school in arranging a few ‘‘ missionary 
minutes” at least once a month, to be taken in the 
opening exercises of the school. 


2. Jn getting up the missionary program, do not try 
to fit the program of another school to yours. Note 
the ‘‘ essentials ” as here set forth, and then gather 
all the programs you can find, and out of all this build 
one just suited to your local needs. 


3. Aroused activity was secured when some one was 
made responsible for the planning of these missionary 
days. Too much organization is not good, but it is 
equally true that ‘‘ what is everybody’s business is 
nobody’s concern.” 


4. Note that missions at home as well as abroad 
were presented. The greatest ‘‘ foreign ” field 1s some- 
times nearest home. ‘Go ye into all the world” 
means your city and county and country community, 
as well as ‘‘ darkest Africa ”’ or ‘‘ the isles of the sea.’’ 


5. Note also that there is nothing spasmodic in these 
programs. In fact, these special days are only part of 
a great, permanent, continuous program. 


6. If our schools could only realize their opportunity, 
five minutes each Sunday would not be begrudgeéd, 
and the result would be many more boys and girls 
offering themselves for Christian work as a life occu- 
pation. The stories of the lives of many of the great 
missionaries reveal the fact that their inspiration to 
such service came from such early instruction. 











month's time, and consisted of a five-minute talk on 
China each Sunday, ending with a half-hour’s talk on 
the last Sunday of the month. All of the five-minute 
talks were illustrated by means of pictures or curios, 
and opportunity was given the pupils to examine these 
later. One of the talks was about the new president 
of China, and others in regard to Chinese customs. 
The longer address, given on the last Sunday of the 
month, was the presentation of the work of a chil- 
dren’s home in a neighboring factory town. 


The Results.—Now, to what diagnosis are we led, 
on examination of these programs? Do they meet 
successfully the requirements of a good missionary 
program, as outlined above ? 

In the matter of imparting information they were 
all up to standard. The talks in regard to the North 
American Indians and with reference to the children’s 
home had the advantage of being given by persons 
who themselves knew the work. 

They were also interesting, an evidence of which 
was the close attention given to them. The first 
and second were well adapted to the particular 
pupils to whom they were addressed. In the case of 
the third, it was impossible to secure this adaptation, 
because all grades, from the Primary up, were obliged 
to meet in one room. 

The fact that the pupils in the first-mentioned 
school brought a larger offering the following Sunday 
was evidence that an emotional response was awak- 
ened there. After the talk in regard to the children’s 
home, which was a feature of the third program,’ a 
class of girls agreed to make a-supply of aprons for 
the home, this being one of its needs. As has been 
said, the story of Livingstone’s life was told in a very 
interesting way, and no doubt made some appeal to 
the spirit of hero-worship. It would have been greatly 
strengthened, however, had it been restricted'to ‘one 
incident illustrating some admirable trait in Living- 
stone’s character, so that the pupils could have car- 
ried away one strong impression rather than the con- 
fusion of ideas which, without doubt, resulted. from 
the large number of incidents described. 


Five-Minute Talks.—The idea of a five-minute 
talk each Sunday, on some phase of mission work, 
which was a feature of the third program, is to be 
commended. It would have been better, however; 
to have had these talks culminate in a longer talk, on 
the special missionary day, in regard to the same line 
of work, so that the month’s work would be a com- 
plete whole. In manyschools five minutes each Sun- 
day is devoted to the reading of a hymn, of a passage 
of Scripture, to give them the missionary emphasis, ‘or 
the reading of an extract from a letter from the mission- 
ary field, after the plan so admirably outlined in 
Trull’s ‘* Five Missionary Minutes’’ (Missionary Ed- 
ucation Movement, 50 cents postpaid. 

The plan of devoting the entire Sunday-school ses- 
sion, once in two months, to a missionary meeting, as 
in the first program, is not advisable and was aban- 
doned by this school after the second meeting. 


The Test of Efficiency.—‘: The final test of charac- 
ter,’’ it has been well said, ‘‘is action,’’ and arousing 
emotions without opportunity for expression tends 
to weaken character. A missionary course, then, 
should provide this opportunity. With children and 
youth something concrete is necessary. With the 
young child it will be acts of helpfulness to those 
in his small world—his immediate environment. In 
the case of older children and youth, whose world has 
been enlarged by the study of geography and history, 
the aid of a mission station in some concrete way will 
furnish the opportunity. The giving of money is of 
doubtful educational value in the case of children, as 
it represents no sacrifice on their part. 

Tested in this way, none of the programs described 
came fully up to this requirement, in that they were 
not part of a general plan to secure the expression of 
the missionary spirit. The offering from the first 
school meant something ; the making of the aprons 
by the class of girls in the third school meant more. 

Finally, let us not be satisfied with large contribu- 
tions to missions from our schools, with splendid, in- 
teresting missionary programs, but let the aim be, 
«« Every member a missionary."’ 
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How God Brought the India Revival to Pass 


Concluding the series of articles on “ An American Girl’s Struggle and Surrender,” told by herself 
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LL who have been in the Punjab realize that 
God has given to us the privilege of séeing 
the Holy Spirit work in great power. Men 

and women, living for years a cold, indifferent life, 
have been moved by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Lives saturated with sin have been cleansed and puri- 
fied and have become flames of fire burning for God. 
This quickening began in prayer ; prayer in which 
His Word was lighted up by the Holy Spirit and His 
will revealed ; times of waiting upon God when vic- 
tories were gained which resulted in multitudes being 
turned to the Lord. 

The messenger whom God had sent to the Punjab 
a few months before had revealed a Christ-possessed 
prayer life. He talked with Christ as with a friend, 
spending hours with him,- His inmost being was 
made radiant by Christ's abiding presence, and wher- 
ever he went Christ was revealed.. Christ was his all 
in all. I do not remember that he ever talked about 
prayer; he prayed. -Speaking sometimes four and 
five times a day, he would then often spend half the 
night in prayer, sometimes alone, sometimes with 
others. He prayed. - 

It was the spring of the next year when the mis- 
sionaries in our station began to send a monthly 
prayer circular to friends in America, that they might 
unite with us in prayer for the solution of many 
problems. That same year the ‘‘All India Prayer 
Circle’’ was formed, to pray for an outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit in- India. Many in the Punjab were 
praying for the fulness of power in: life and work, for 
the cleansing of the church, for an outpouring of the 
Spirit, for a real awakening. A few of us began to 
pray that, if it were God’s will, in some way we who 
were thus praying might be united in a circle of 
prayer. -A few months later the Punjab prayer union 
was formed... Questions such as the following (I write 
from memory) were asked, and all who could answer 
yes to these became members of the union : 

Are you praying for quickening in your own life, in the 
life of your fellow-worker's, and in the church? 

Are you longing for greater power of the Holy Spirit in 
your own life and work, and are you convinced that you 
cannot go on without this power? 

Will you pray that you may not be ashamed of Jesus ? 

Do you believe that prayer is the great means for secur- 
ing this spiritual awakening ? 

Will you set apart one half hour each day as. soon after 
noon as possible to pray for this awakening, and are you 
willing to pray “// the awakening comes? 


The membership of this union steadily increased, 
and in a few years there were more than one hundwed 
members. 


Why Human Power was Helpless 

God worked marvelously in some of the summer 
Bible schools, and some of the Indian brethren longed 
that there might be a place appointed where all who 
were seeking an awakening and a deeper life in Christ 
might meet for prayer and Bible study. A little later 
they planned the Sialkot convention for spiritual 
awakening and deepening the life in Christ, and the 
first convention was held in 1904. The Holy Spirit 
revealing Christ and the Father and the Word, with 
prayer and praise, was the life of this entire move- 
ment. We, his people, but obeyed when the Holy 
Spirit revealed the will of the Father. 

It must be remembered that we were in the midst 
of heathenism, the darkness of which is indescribable. 
All material, carnal weapons, the powers of the intel- 
lect, spending strength in incessant work, persuasive 
words of wisdom, excellency of speech, were without 
effect in overthrowing the strongholds of Satan. 
Everywhere Satan, the father of lies, met us, and he 
challenged every truth. At first he tried to blind us 
to the sinfulness of the sin about us. Then, as more 
and more the horrors of the sin took hold of us, the 
realization that three hundred millions human beings 
in India were in bondage intellectually, socially, 
morally, spiritually, sometimes his demoniacal laugh 
seemed to mock us; at other times he appeared a 
silent, relentless and cruel foe, holding in terrible 
bondage these immortal souls, challenging the power 
of God to deliver them, and challenging the truth as 
it is revealed in the Word. 

Jesus had come to proclaim liberty to the captives. 
Was it for a// captives? Jesus came to proclaim the 


When the survey of the non-Christian world was 
made in 1910 by the Commission of which John R. 
Mott was Chairman, the Commission reported to the 
World Missionary Conference at Edinburgh that down 
to within a few years there were in India but few signs 
of a spiritual revival. But the report goes on to say: 
‘In the winter of 1895-96 a revival of extraordinary 
power began in the American United Presbyterian 
Mission of the Punjab, which has from that day to 
this continued with unabated force. ... It reveals its 
most striking characteristics every year in what is 
called the ‘Sialkot Convention,’ . .. where scenes 
occur similar to those which appeared in Jerusalem on 
the Day of Pentecost.” 


In this movement one of the leaders has been the 
missionary who has told in these columns the story of 
her early life, and of ‘her struggle and surrender which 
took place in India. She gives here a glimpse of the 
inner working of this spiritual movement which had 
its beginning in 1895, but which took on new life in 
1905 when the second annual meeting of the ‘‘ Sialkot 
Convention” was held. 


When the secret is known, it is not surprising that 
in the United Presbyterian Mission itself, with less than 
a hundred foreign workers, three and four thousand 
yearly are baptized into Christ. Thousands more 
would come if there were workers to receive them. 


And the Spirit’s work is still going on with great 
power. One of the missionaries who has been a great 
spiritual leader in this revival, in a letter written in 
November to one of the Editors of the Times, says : 
** You will rejoice to hear that we have had wonderful 
blessing in our mission this year. It has been such 
blessing as we have never had before.”’ 








opening of the prison tothem that are bound. Was 
it for ¢hese bound ones? 

We knew the futility of carnal weapons ; super- 
natural spiritual power must be set free to overcome 
spiritual powers of darkness and deliver those who 
were bound. We waited upon God in prayer, and 
even as we waited the Spirit taught us that God 
worked. Our God is a God ‘*who worketh for him 
that waiteth for him.’’ ‘If ye shall ask anything in 
my name, that will I do.’’ ‘If two of you shall 
agree on earth as touching anything that they shall 
ask, it shall be done for them of my Father who is in 
heaven.’' If the church in the Punjab were to become 
a holy, obedient, prayerful, joyful, witnessing church, 
the cleansing must come from Jehovah, and he would 
cleanse when we asked him. He had said of Israel, 
‘*T will sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall 
be clean... I, Jehovah, have spoken it, and J w#// 
do it. . . For this, moreover, will / be enguired of by 
the house of Israel, to do it for them’’ (Ezek. 36). 

Hitherto most of us believed that when we prayed 
the Spirit would show us what to do and would 
strengthen us to do it. And it is true that he does 
this, entering with great energizing power. He uses 
the trained intellect, he causes supernatural power to 
flow through the incessant work, he gives life to the 
excellency of speech, and thus accomplishes great 
things. But now we began to know him as one who 
himself worked as we prayed. ‘‘/will do it’’ ; ‘‘it 
shall be done of my Father.’’ He, in all his glorious 
power, is in our midst, ‘‘a mighty one,’’ who will 
save. 

The early morning hours were spent alone with 
God by an increasing number of his people. We 
were also being united in bonds of his love and in 
prayer fellowship with God and with one another. 


When No Leaders were Appointed 

In the spring of 1905 the Punjab Prayer Union ap- 
pointed three days for waiting upon God in prayer 
and praise. Each year since then three days have 
been thus spent. The Holy Spirit opened up the 
Scriptures to us, leading us to spend more and more 
time in intercession. These meetings were not for 
listening to addresses. We went to hear God speik. 
Usually no leaders were appointed. Times of silence 
did not cause uneasiness. We waited on God. In 
the morning we spent about three hours in praise and 
prayer. Until three or four o'clock in the afternoon 
we spent the time alone or in small groups with God 
and his Word. Then followed a special hour of Bible 
study ; or perhaps a number would give portions of 


Scripture, noting special lessons ; or we might read, 
verse about, a whole epistle, —Galatians or Philippians 
or some special chapters of other books of the Bible 
as the Spirit prompted. The night sessions were 
spent in prayer and praise and study of the Word. 
We listened to hear God's voice, to be taught by him, 
to be transformed into his image. 

Sometimes we would be quietly in his presence, 
enjoying the sunshine of his face, the hours all ‘‘ too 
short to sound kis praise." Sometimes we would be 
in great agony, travailing in pain that Christ might 
be formed in other lives. At other times we would 
be in great spiritual conflict that the hosts of Satan 
might be overcome, that Satan’s captives might be 
constrained to accept their freedom, obtained at such 
terrible cost by our Lord Jesus Christ. And God 
worked in mighty power. We waited upon him that 
he might pour into us his life, his love, so that his 
presence, life, and love might be carried ‘‘e’en where 
the night is darkest,’’ and that we might ‘show his 
love and sound his glorious praise.’’ 

As we waited upon God, he searched us and tried 
us and revealed to us ‘‘ways of pain,’’ ways in us 
that grieved him, which when confessed to him he 
cleansed. He bade us to be ‘‘anxious in nothing,’ 
but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving to let our requests be made known unto 
him, and his peace would guard our hearts and our 
thoughts in Christ Jesus. We learned that in his 
presence is fulness of joy, and at his right hand are 
pleasures forevermore. We learned that Jesus’ own 
vision was cleared through communion with the 
Father. For he, after a wearisome day full of toil, 
arose the next morning a great while before day and 
went out into a desert place and there prayed. Before 
the work of choosing his disciples he spent the night 
in prayer. Again, while he was praying ‘the fashion 
of his countenance was altered,’’ he was transfigured. 


Being Shown the Love of God 

We were also shown that we were not always to 
stop praying when we became sleepy; for Peter, 
James, and John, having overcome sleep, saw the 
glory. A voice from heaven is recorded in John 
12:27, 28,—and the ¢vained ear understood. His 
exhortation to the disciples in the garden, ‘‘sleeping 
for sorrow,’’ when he said, ‘‘ The spirit is willing, but 
the flesh is weak,’’ was shown to us not to mean 
‘« Therefore you are excused,'’ but, therefore ‘* Watch 
and pray.’’ ‘*Why sleep ye?’’ our Lord asked 
them ; ‘‘rise and pray, that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion’’ (Luke 22 : 46). 

As we obeyed he drew us into deeper fellowship 
with him in his sufferings, showing us something of 
what it meant for him, being in an agony, to pray 
more earnestly: and ‘‘his sweat became as it were 
great drops of blood falling down upon the ground."’ 
And we heard his voice, ‘‘ Follow me.’’ ‘As the 
Father hath sent me, even so send I you.’’ As we 
waited before him he showed us something of the 
height and depth, the length and breadth of the love 
ot God: a love that reached to the lowest depths of 
sin to take us into his arms of love ; a love so high 
that he lifted us up and seated us ia the heavenlies 
with Christ Jesus ; a love so broad that it embraces 
the world ; a love so long that it extends from eternity 
to eternity. 

There were times when God called to fasting and 
prayer— times of special crises. There were times 
when watches were set, we believe, by the Lord. «I 
have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem ; they 
shall never hold their peace day nor night: ye that 
are Jehovah’s remembrancers, take ye no rest, and 
give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make 
Jerusalem a praise in the earth’’ (Isa. 62 : 6, 7). 
Paul wrote of himself ‘‘ in watchings, in fastings,’’ and 
‘*in watchings often, in fastings often."’ This quiet, 
hidden service is a ministry as necessary as the wit- 
nessing ; this waiting upon God in which the life is 
filled with Christ himself, who will open the eyes of 
those to whom we go ‘‘that they may turn from dark- 
ness to light, and from the power of Satan unto Goi, 
that they may receive remission of sins and an inher- 
itance among them that are sanctified by faith in me"’ 
(Acts 26 : 16-19). 

We had asked for the outpouring of the Holy 
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Spirit. He revealed himself in great convicting 
power. The Holy Spirit constrained many of us to 
witness to the power of Jesus to save from sin,—to 
bear witness that he had saved ws from definite sins, 
We dared not disobey. How little these words reveal 
of the hours of wrestling and pain and anguish of the 
proud will, even after recognizing that the Holy Spirit 
was revealing God's will to us. We must obey. We 
dared not disobey, ‘‘A faithful witness delivereth 
souls,”’ 

We were shown at once a reason for this, Our In- 
dian people had not realized that we had ever been 
tempted as they were ; they had not known that we, 
too, had once been in bondage to some of the very 
sins from which they thought they could not be freed, 
Lives were now unhesitatingly exposed to Cirrist’s 
searching gaze, and he gave strength to deal merci- 
lessly with sin, bringing the heart to be cleansed in 
his blood. The Holy Spirit did thorough work, con- 
victing of sin and leading to repentance, 

The sin of speaking without having received the 
message from God was shown us from the Word. 
Jeremiah 23: 16-21, and the word in the twenty- 
second verse about what would have resulted had the 
false prophets listened to Jehovah: ‘‘If they had 
stood in my council, then had they caused my people 
to hear my words, and had turned them from their evil 
way, and from the evil of their doings,’’—this caused 
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us to turn again and again to Christ for cleansing. Even 
Christ spake nothing from himself. ‘‘The Father 
hath given me a commandment, what I should say, 
and what I should speak.’’ ‘The word which ye hear 
is not mine, but the Father's who sent me.”” Mes- 
sengers became more and more careful to speak only 
when they had a message from God. In one instance 
the message contained but six words, repeated three 
times in Urdu and in English. Being God's message, 
spoken in the Spirit, it was sharper than a two-edged 
sword, even to the dividing of soul and spirit, and 
the effect was instant and marvelous. 

‘*Behold ye among the nations, and look, and 
wonder marvellously ; for I am working a work in 
your days, which ye will not believe though it be told 
you’’ (Hab. 1 : 5). 


** Christ at God’s right hand unwearied 
By our tale of shame and sin, 
Day by day, and hour by hour, 
Welcoming each wanderer in. 


** Fragrant thus with priestly incense 
Each distress, each sorrow tells 
Thoughts that fill the heart of Jesus 
In the glory where he dwells. 


‘¢ Girded with the golden girdle, 
Shining as the mighty sun, 
Still his pierced hands will finish 
All his work of love begun.”’ 





| The League of the Golden Pen 


By the Rev. E. H. Byington 





After reading about the remarkable beginning of the work of the “ Golden Pen,” and 
of the big returns that come to members of the “* League,” you will be glad to find 
what a simple matter it is to join the league, 


“HE inspirer of this league was a traveling man, 

whose business led him..into many countries. 

He took: the first step in this direction one day, 

when. he was:in Greece, but more: fully illustrated it, 

some years later, when ih Italy during a period of-en- 
forced leisure. ae 

He had the co-operation of several acquaintances, 
who were in the same line of business as himself. 
They each did some work in this direction, and their 
efforts, with some other valuable writings, were pub- 
lished together; subsequently, in a book which had a 
very wide circulating. Of these examples of their work 
there are twenty-one, and they will ever be the guide 
and inspiration of the members of the League of the 
Golden Pen. One contribution has no signature, but 
thirteen bear the name of Paul, the pioneer of this 
movement, three of John, two of Pefer, and one each 
of James and Jude, who by reason of their epistles 
must ever be accounted the patron saints of the 
League of the Golden Pen. 

The object of this league is the writing of letters, 
not the business, social and personal correspondence 
sustained for our own advantage, but letters written 
in the spirit of Christ, to give gladness, comfort, 
counsel, inspiration to others. When such are writ- 
ten the spirit of the writer transmutes the steel of the 
pen into gold. 

How we long to receive letters, every one of us, 
from grandfather down to the toddling youngster. 
My little girl used to have such delight in a letter 
that she could not bear to have it go out of her hands 
long enough to be opened and read to her. Oh, the 
pleasure ot seeing the postman turn toward our coor, 
or having something pop into our box as we wait for 
the sorting of the mail ! 

It is the only approach to people that is sure of a 
welcome. A call-may be an interruption ; a friendly 
letter, never. You may not listen to all the sermon, 
you may skip part of the book or skim the newspaper, 
but the personal letter you never fail to read to the 
end, devouring eagerly the criss-crossed and illegible 
postscripts. It is the cup of cold water, often, to the 
thirsty soul ; and blessed is he who gives it. 

Did you ever try letters to children? It would take 
only twenty-five cents for postage and materials, and 
an hour or two of time, to write ten short epistles to 
children you know, and the greater their distance from 
you, and the smaller their normal correspondence, 
the more delightful their experience in- receiving 
them. You can almost hear the cry : ‘‘Oh, mother, 
I have a letter ‘Who do you suppose wrote it?’’ 
Now the ‘glistening eyes, the feet jumping up and 
down in their excitement, the trembling hands, the 


expectant face, the requests for repeated readings, the 
careful keeping, even placing it under the pillow. 
Did you not in your own childhood ever have a crav- 
ing, a wish that somebody would write to you? There 


are few ways.in which so little effort and..money. can:. 


give so much pleasure. And a similar surprise and 
delight would be accomplished if you wrote to some 
friend of your childhood and early life whom you had 
not seen for ten, twenty, perhaps thirty or forty years. 

Then, there are those ‘‘bread and butter’’ letters 
about which we joke, but which, alas! we neglect so 
often. That note of appreciation, after we have en- 
joyed the hospitality of a home, helps to balance all 
the labors and sacrifices of the hostess, and gives to 
the visit a genial glow, like a sunset lingering long in 
its radiance, 

In your thanksgiving letters you may have a wider 
range if you choose. Write thus, not only to the 
friend who supplies you with a good dinner, a bright 
fireside, and a comfortable bed, but to any one who 
has served you well. Have you been enjoying some 
beautiful music or work of art, some suggestive ad- 
dress, some choice contribution, or stirring editorial 
in a paper? Take down your pen and write a note 
of thanksgiving. If we thanked our rulers more for 
their brave acts and criticized them less for their 
errors, if in writing to them we used the golden pen 
more often than the porcupine quill, it would be 
better ail round. 

Still broader is the privilege in writing letters of 
praise ; to friends, first and most frequently, to the 
nearest and dearest; but then the whole world is 
before us. We may need an introduction to speak to 
people, but we need none to write them letters of 
praise. Take any morning the daily paper, select 
some person whose noble or commendable. deed. or 
whose wise words are there recorded, and write him 


an expression_of appreciation, whether he be a ruler, : 


a millionaire, a pauper or a criminal, whether in this 
land or some other. ‘Such a daily létter would make 
you a fountain of joy and an inspiration, for nothing 
so uplifts to a higher. and holier life, so quickens the 
desire to repeat a worthy act as some appreciation 
of it. 

Indulge, if you choose, in anonymous letters. It is 
possible sometimes to write more freely if the name is 
not to be signed. Often, too,,an anonymous. letter, 
written with a golden pen, thrills and sustains more 
than one whose authorship is--known, I. have.a 
splendid antidote for depression’ in’ an’ anonymous 
letter of appreciation written to me by some member 
of my congregation, Every member of this léague 
ought to write sonie of these ‘‘no name" letters,to 
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pastor and other friends ; they are sweeter than honey 
and the honeycomb when written with the golden pen. 

And _ the love letters. How long since you have 
written a real love letter to your mother, to your 
father ; not simply those about your health with in- 
quiries about theirs, but telling, as best you can, of 
that love down deep in your heart that does not ordi- 
narily flow to the surface, and your appreciation of 
all that they have done for you. But you say that 
you live at home. All the better. Write your love 
letter, put a stamp on it, mail it, and keep out of 
sight when it is delivered and read. Then note that 
new radiance in your mother’s eye, and feel in the 
gentle pressure of her hand and the touch of the good- 
night kiss an unspeakable gladness. : 

Husbands and wives, what of you? In former 
days, those love missives, laden with endearing ex- 


pressions, were frequent ; are there any at all in these 


days? When you are apart, your epistles are all about 
the children and other common interests. Once in 
awhile skip these and slip in a real love letter. 

I have preached many sermons, had many personal 
conversations, but nothing in my ministry has borne 
so large a fruitage as the letters which I have written. 
Sermons are too impersonal best to reach the mark, 
but a letter goes straight there, A conversation is 
soon forgotten, but it is hard to destroy a letter writ- 
ten with the golden pen, and often it is kept long. 


Answers and excuses that seem plausible, when - 
spoken, refute themselves when put down in black:: 
and white, and the appeal unanswered continues to ‘ 


plead. Itis not always easy to secure the opportunity 
for a quiet conversation about things unseen and 


eternal, but a few earnest words with the pen are. 


always possible. The spoken word has more the 
beauty and fragrance of. the flower, but the written 
word, often, more the qualities of the seed. ; 


Paul’s greatest service to the cause of Christ was 


with his letters. So would it be with many of you 
who never tried it. 
pen out of the ‘‘napkin,’’ and some of you have 'two 
and even five there enfolded. 
not be. 


to realize the influence of the golden pen, 


_ The League of the Golden Pen has no officers,:.no. . 
committees, no by-laws,’ no dues, only ‘members.- » 
You initiate yourself into themibership wher ‘you’ write 
your first letter with the golden pen, and you continue’ 


in good and regular standing as long as you write at 
least one such letter a_ month, Let the ‘‘shut-ins’’ 
and the silent and the timid, as well.as the active and 
aggressive, join our league. ‘ 

‘« Lest we forget,’’ there has been prepared a card 


of membership in The League of the Golden. Pen, | 
with a simple device on the back for recording: the | 


number of letters written each month with the ‘golden 
pen, Any one desiring this reminder to place on desk 
or with writing material may send five cents, and it will 
be forwarded with a copy of this leaflet, and he will 


It is time to take your golden’ 


These things shoyld.. 
The power of the spoken word, the value,ot, 
printer's ink have been much emphasized. .. It is, time.. 


be enrolled a member of the League of The Golden _ 


Pen. Copies of this leaflet, for distribution to en- 
courage such letter writing, and also copies of the card, 
can be obtained, in orders of five or more, at the rate 
of two cents for each leaflet or card. _ Address ‘‘ The 
League of The Golden Pen, The Sunday School Times 
Co,, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia.’’ 


Nore.—Small coin, especially if a dime be sent for two names, or 
for enrolment card and five. additional copies of the leaflet, can be. 
sent in a letter by folding in a piece of paper so that they will not slip 
around. Will you not help in extending the membership and influ- 
ence of the League? "9 


West Roxsury, Mass. 





‘ey 
Don’t Depend on the Dependable Few! 
HERE are a few men in the class upon whom 


I can depend to do anything I want done.’’ 
This was what the leader of an organized 

adult Bible class said to a new superintendent who 
was informing himself in regard to the general condi- 
tion of the Sunday-school. 

‘¢ Then I would have those few dependable men do 
as little as possible,’’ said the superintendent. 

‘*T don’t know that I quite understand what you 
mean by that,”’ said the leader of the class. 

‘«I mean that I would hold them in reserve, so that 
I could call on them for work it was impossible to get 
any one else to do. It is a good thing to have a few 
dependable men in a class, but if they are allowed to 
do everything because they are willing to do it, they: 
will keep other men from becoming active in the work 
of the class.”’ 

It is not really desirable that there should be a 
dependable few in any class. Every man in the class 
should be dependable.—Z. £. £. 


——_ 
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Adult Class Questions 
Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Adult Department 


ILLINOIS.—I am teacher of a large Bible 


class of y women, ‘They are working 
rls, and timid about e.: themselves, 


i 
Ae present I present the lesson to them in lec- 
ture form, but the results are poor. I come to 
you for suggestions.—A. D. H. 


OU are quite right in being dissatisfied 
with the lecture plan in the teaching 
of your class of young women. ‘There 

is no doubt whatever that when your class 
learns to take an active partin the discussion 
of the lesson, they will get much more good 
out of it, and will also enjoy the sessions 
more, . 

Assign some definite work in advance to a 
few of the girls who would be most likely to 
acceptsuch assignment. Different girls could 
be given. work each week until all have co- 
operated. in this way. You might request 


_ @ne to come in advance and make a map on 


the blackboard, locating the place of the les- 
son; others might be given questions with 


-the request -that they bring the answers the 


following Sunday. 

Such assignment should be made so as not 
to demand .too much research, or they wili 
become discouraged at once, Later, when 
they have learned to co-operate, they will 
accept more difficult work, such us preparing 
papers on the subjects you have studied, or 


: biographical outlines of the characters whose 


lives you have been studying. Perhaps the 
best method, however, of securing these dis- 
cussions “is: the asking ofthe right kind of 
questions,—questions that bear upon some 
practical, ethical truth in the lesson. If 
your girls have not yet learned to study their 
lessons in advance, these questions should 


notbe such.as.would tax their memory, but. |. 


rather secure their opinion of the truth in 
consideration of its application to daily life. 





MINNESOTA.—I: have recently been elected 

of a very fine adult class in our Sun- 

day-school. I want two or three books that 
will throw light on my duties.—J. W. S. 


HERE are a number of books published 
inthe interest of Adult Bible Class 
work, among them the following : 

‘* ‘Fhe How Book,’’ by Marshall A. Hud- 
son, published by The Sunday School Times 


_Co.,; §0 cents. 


“The-Adult Class Worker and His Work,’’ 
by Wade C: Barclay, published by the Metho- 
dist-Book Concern, §5 cents. 

‘‘ The - Adult ‘Bible Class,’’ by W. C. 
Pearce (Westminster Press, 25 cents). 

Any of these may be secured from your 
own denominational publishing house, or 
through’ The Sunday School Times Co. 

It would be well for you to subscribe for 
enough of your own’ denominational periodi- 
cals to sapply each member of your class, 
and in addition it might be well for you to 
subscribe for one or more of the other jour- 
nals that you may secure additional help in 
your methods, 
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Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed’ by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 
Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
--Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association. 


‘NEW.JERSEY.—Several years ago I took an 
examination-for a state diploma in the teacher- 


- training course. ‘Does this state diploma en- 
* titlesme to.an Interna 


tional diploma, or must 


I take.another examination ?—H. M. ‘I. 


“F- YOU have:taken all the examinations 
srequired in an- approved First Standard 
eteaeher-training course, the state diploma 

yourhave received is the equivalent of the 


-Interaational First Standard teacher-training 
» diploma. > ¥ou would: not want two. diplo- 
- mas*for' the one course. 


I-would-advise’ that -you take up the ad- 
vanced studies; atid-do the required work for 
thesIntermational-advanced diploma. 

‘Write ‘to‘the -readquatters of: your. State 
Susiday -Stool -Association® (the ~address- of 








the New Jersey Sunday School Association 
is 835 Broad Street, Newark), and full in- 
formation will be sent to you regarding text- 
books and plans of work. 





WASHINGTON.—I should like to ask what 
kind of you would sug- 
4 a 4 an adult. teacher-training class. — 


SHOULD plan carefully for the gradua- 
tion, and make it a memorable event in 
the history of your school. Magnify the 

importance of the service in every way. 
Talk about it weeks ahead. Enlist the in- 
terest of your pores and Sunday-school 
superintendent. If possible, secure the -pres- 
ence of prominent Sunday-school people. 
Invite the community to enjoy the occasion 
with you. 

Have several members-of the graduating 
class participate by essays or addresses or 
song. Invitations and a neatly printed pro- 
gram will help dignify the occasion. Deco- 
rations with the teacher-training colors, gold 
and white, will be appropriate. 

The following program,-used recently in a 
Pennsylvania Sunday-school may. be sug 
gestive : 


1. March—the class procession (entering by 
the front-door and proceeding up the 
aisle to the platform). 


2. Siaging by the congregation. 

3. Invocation by the pastor. 

4. Responsive reading, led by the Sunday- 
school superintendent. 

5. Class hymn. 

6. Salutatory, by a member of. the class. 

7. ‘*‘The Teacher-training Class: Its Pur- 
pose and Aim,"’ by a member of the 
class. 

8. Vocal solo, by a member of the class. 


g. .‘* The Making of a ‘leacher," vy a tuem- 
ber of the class. 

to. ‘* The Teacher's Relation to the Pupil,"’ 
by a member of the class, 

ax. “The Modern Sunday-school,"’ by a 
member of the class. 

12. Brief address, by a State Sunday-school 
officer. 

13. Presentation of diplomas. 

14. ‘‘ Retrospect and Prospect,’ by the pas- 
tor. 

15, Singing and benediction. 


% 
Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Charles E. Schenck 


One of the best equipped men from Maine 
to California to help people with their Home 
Department problems now joins.the Times’ 
writers to gnswer questions in this branch 
of Sunday-school work. Mr. Charles E. 
Schenck is ww has been for nine years 
past) at the head of the Home:Department 
work of the Illinois State Sunday School 
Association. 


The offering feature bothers us. Some do 
not contribute unless reminded, and some are 
offended. 


Wie. members join, they should be 
told that while there are no dues, yet 
a free-wiil offering each quarter would 
be acceptable. , Keep the members informed 
ofthe amount contributed by. the depart- 
ment, and the use made of it. There shouid 
be a financial-plan. The offerings should go 
to some definite object—missions, local: be- 
nevolence, special fund of church or school, 
or into-the school treasury direct. A printed 
‘report-once a--year, giving amount received 
‘from Home, Department members and de- 
itails as to its disposition, is advisable. ‘The 
‘offerings: of ‘members are not of -the first im- 
iporiance,—Bible study of course is first, — 
but it is desirable that all members. give 
something if: able .to do so. Practically all 
iHome Departments are financially self-sup- 
‘porting. 


How may more faithfulness in home study 
be gained, and how may we get regular reports 
from home study ? : 





HEN a new member is secured, the 
record envelope should be explained 
carefully.” : The new member: should 

understand. that itis the hope of the Visitor 
that each-lesson bé studied and -the fact re- 
corded. ‘Explain that the Home Department 
superiatendent:> maxes a-report to.the stheal - 
‘each: quarter, .and=that it -is-necessaty—for-. 
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each member to keep a record of lessons 
studied in order that the superintendent may 
make a complete report. It is wise for the 
Visitor to show his (his is used impersonally, 
for most Visitors are women) record book to 
his members, telling them that he has to 
make a report to the superintendent of the 
department each quarter, and that it is es- 
sential to have the co-operation of members, 
This will help them to realize the importance 
of marking envelopes, and tend to arouse 
their pride in a good record. An annual 
letter aa the superintendent of the school 
to each Home Department member, in which 
isa paragraph urging faithfulness in giving 
the lesson the required half-hour weekly, 
and the marking of the fact on the record 
envelope, will influence members toward 
lesson study and regular reports, 





How-may men be enlisted in the Home De- 
-partment ? 


ITHOUT doubt many men who do 
not attend Sunday-school would join 
the Home Department if the matter 

were presented to them. The great increase 
in the number of men in the Sunday-schools 
of the United States—more than a million in 
the last few years—is evidence that men are 
beginning to appreciate the value of Bible 
study. 

If you want men in your Home Depart- 
ment, have one or more men Visitors, 
Make lists of the men of your congregation 
who do not attend the Sunday-school, Let 
it. be widely understood that these men, if 
they cannot or do not enroll in men’s classes, 
will be welcome in the Home Department. 
Go after them personally and persistently. 
Send Visitors to police stations, car-barns, 
fire-stations ; also to physicians, railroad men, 
and other classes, whose occupations pre- 
vent attendance ; also to those whose physi- 
cal condition hinders, and to those who live 
too far from the school. Some Departments 
have secured for members men who were in- 
vited to attend a Home Department social 
with their wives, 


For Those Doing Graded Work 
Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes 


OuHI0.—In connection with our training- 
elass we have been having a spirited discussion 
meeting the teaching of missions to chil- 
dren, ne question especially upon which we 
seem to differ greatly is in regard to the teach- 
ing concerning idols and their worship, heathen 
practises, fetishes and evil spirits, with young 
children. Some ofthe teachers object strongly, 
while others say that the idols are spoken of 
in the Bible, and that we ought to teach the 
children about them, To what extent is this 
wise ?—M. J. 


N teaching children, one must keep in 
mind always that it is not the subject- 
matter which we must teach, but the 

individual pupil. This thought keeps us 
from making many errors, and helps us to 
answer many of the questions of this sort 
which come to us. There is no doubt but 
that missions in the broad sense should be 
taught to children, . It is not, however, that 
the subject must be taught, but that the 
child needs to be given the atmosphere of 
missions, He needs to have his love for his 
little brothers and sisters in the near-by and 
in.the far-away countries stretched out, so to 
speak, in deeds of helpfulness. Just what 
kind of .information will best arouse the 
‘thought of the child and awaken his interest 
will differ with different ages ; but every bit 
of information concerning the people of 
other lands must be made to stand this test : 
‘* Will it be helpful, and in what way ?’’ 
With young children, say of the primary 
age, it is not at all necessary to bring idol 
worship into the teaching, and it would be 
very unwise to describe any of the heathen 
practises, or to explain the fetishes, or to 
dwell upon the driving out of evil spirits. 
No good to the child can result. It is not 
necessary for young children to know that 
thers worship other than the one true God ; 
this suggestion cannot be helpful, and would 
be.condusiug. . Because of the child’s vivid 
imagination and -his keen susceptibility, it is 





not wise to have him, hear about evil spirits. 
Moreover, the idols and fetishes are +o hide 
ous in appearance that it creates fear in the 
child where it might not otherwise exist. 

‘The inculcation of the missionary spirit in 
children is not dependent on these horrible 
aspects of life in heathen lands, Rather the 
helpful and, as far as we can find it, the 
brighter side of child-life in mission fields 
should. be brought to our pupils. Even then 
there is so much that is lacking that when 
our pupils find that these little children are 
in need, they will desire to share with them, 
It may be a physical need that they will want 
to assist in supplying. It may be that their 
need is to have the story of ‘* Jesus, the 
friend of the children,’’ told to them just as 
the pupils are having it here, and they will 
be just as ready to respond to this need. 

Our greatest difficulty is not to find inter- 
esting facts which will be helpful, but rather 
to find for the pupils an adequate means of 
expressing the sympathy which we have 
aroused, 

On page 788 of this issue an article-in 

** The Sunday School Clinic’ describes three 
missionary programs, and contains valuable 
suggestions about teaching missions to chil- 
dren,—THE Epirors. } 


“ 
Parents’ Problems 
Discussed by Patterson Du Bois 


If there is such a publication as a Child's 
daily text book, well-gotten up, please give me 
the title, and the name and address of pub- 
lisher.—C. B. H. 


HERE are several very tiny text books 
suitable for a baby’s hand published 
by the American Sunday School Union, 

Philadelphia: ‘* Honey Drops,'’ 12 cents ; 
** Daily Help,’’ 15 cents; ‘* Sure Guide for 
Little Footsteps,’’ 20 cents. Any of these 
are good, although none are as good as they 
ought to be. 

The Fleming H. Revell Company (New 
York) issues several of the same sort, some- 
what larger and fuller, but not quite so ap- 
propriate to little children, It is a great art 
— indeed it closely touches science—to select 
texts wisely for young children to memorize. 





Will you please let me know what you con- 
sider the best book of Bible stories for little 
children of four to seven or eight years ‘old. — 
5. J. B. 


REALLY first-rate treatment of Bible 
stories for children as young as four or 
five is hard to find, The child of four 

and the child of eight are mentally very far 
apart. In reading anything to children of these 
early ages the parent must exercise selective 
judgment, for the author may be quite apt in 
phrasing, and yet nat very discriminating in se- 
lection. On the whole, I know of no better 
book for this inquirer than Mary Stewart’s 
**Tell Me a True Story’’ (Revell, $1.25). 
Hurlbut’s ‘*Story of the Bible’’ (John C. 
Winston Company; cloth, $1.50; leather, 
$3.75) isa large, heavy, profusely illustrated 
volume of standard excellence in its simple 
and judicious treatment of the entire Bible 
narrative, As between this and Miss Stew- 
art’s book, it is largely a question of how 
extensive, complete, and bulky a bvok is 
wanted, 





I have a boy nearly sixteen years of age; 
he refused to go to school this past spring on ac- 
count of dislike fora teacher. We were ad- 
vised by school officials to let him go to work. 
We did, but he will not stay in any place, even 
at his favorite work (electricity), He goes 
away in the morning, says he goes to work, 
comes home at supper time, and-through some 
one else we find out he is not working. He 
wants to go to work, but only for a day, or not 
even this, he works. He is a clean boy, no 
bad habits, a Sunday-school scholar, attends 
regularly the church services in morning and 
Friday evening prayer-meeting, is well liked by 
all. From his father he receives only encour- 
agement. He weeps when I speak to him about 
his ways, and. promises to do better. What he 
does during the day when not working I do not 
know. He says he is looking for ajob. ‘This 
has been going on for three months. .I have 
read about a:place in the state of ‘New York 


( Continued on page 799) 
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yt key to the most profitable study 
of the Scriptures was given by our 
Lord when he said that ‘‘ these are 
they that testify of me.'’ We turn from 
a year’s study in man’s beginnings and 
Israel’s beginnings, to take up again our 
Lord's life in a study of the wonderful 
record of the closing months af his 
earthly ministry. But there is no. real 
change of subject here, for He is the 
center of it all. 

In closing our Old Testament study 
we had a farewell glimpse of heroic 
Joshua giving his parting call, Joshua 
led his people into Canaan, but he did 
not give them ‘‘rest’’; and his life was 
a sign-post pointing to the other Joshua, 
And as we recall Moses on Nebo, we are 
carried forward through the years to that 
day when he appeared again on another 
mount, this time within the Land ; and 
we take up the study of our Lord’s life 
just at the point where his Transfiguration 
marked a new period in his ministry. 

The lessons in the life of Christ cov- 
ered in 1912 led up to, and closed with, 
the visit of Christ and his disciples to 
Cesarea Philippi, which marked the end 
of the great Galilean ministry. 


A oo the close of the ministry in 
Galilee, the main work of Christ 

was that of revealing the Cross, ex- 
plaining its significance and the truth 
concerning it. This period was given 
over very largely to what Dr. Bruce has 
rightly called ‘*The Training of the 
‘Twelve,’’ and was mostly private, while 
Jewish hostility to Jesus Christ was grow- 
ing almost every day. It is at this point 
that the lessons for 1914 commence, and 
for the period between Galilee and the 
last days in Jerusalem we turn almost 
wholly to the Gospel of Luke. 

‘The great section in Luke 9 : 51 to 
19 : 48 should be read first as a whole, 
and then in detail. There is a great 
contrast in the Synoptic Gospels between 
the time of the Galilean ministry and the 
Passion week in Jerusalem. When we 
read Matthew Ig : I to 20: 34, and Mark 
10, we are aptto think of ashort journey 
from Capernaum through Perea to Judza. 
involving a rapid transition through 
those parts of the ministry of Christ, 
But when we turn to Luke everything 
is quite different, and we are conscious of 
a slow, lengthened journey across South 
Galilee with Jerusalem as the eventual 
and ultimate goal. Three points in par- 
ticular call for study: 9: 51 ; 13: 22; 
17:11. Christ stops on the way, teach- 
ing; he is hindered in Samaria, and 
turns and goes through Perea. Then 
all three synoptists come together again 
after Luke 18 : 15. 


HAT a journey of some kind was nec- 
essary is clear from Matthew and 
Mark, and from John 10: 40-42. The 

duration must have been much longer 
than appears from a hasty glance at Mat- 
thew and Mark, and the question arises 
how to fill in the gap between John 7 
(October) and John 12 (Passover, April). 
For these seven months Matthew and 
Mark are not sufficient. Where, then, 
did Jesus Christ spend those months ? 
Not in Jerusalem, for after John 10 : 7-21 
peace would have been impossible in the 
capital. He therefore went back to Gali- 
lee, and commenced the slow journey, 
preaching and teaching and training his 
disciples, 

The scene of the journey confirms all 
this. In Luke 4: 31 Capernaum is the 
center, with excursions to western Gali- 
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lee. Then comes a journey (Luke 8 : 1, 
2) to the northeast of the Sea of Galilee. 
So that southern Galilee remained, and 
nothing would be more natural than that 
this should be undertaken on his way to 
Jerusalem. Of course there were brief 
visits to Jerusalem, as we may see from 
the story of Martha and Mary (Luke ro : 
38 ; 13 : 34, 35). Perhaps this was a trace 
of the visit to the Feast of Dedication 
recorded in John 10 : 38-42, and if so, 
Luke is a natural transition to the Fourth 
Gospel. 

The contents of the ten chapters in 
Luke are quite in keeping with the situa- 
tion. Christ carries with him all the 
band from Galilee, and out of this go the 
evangelists of the future whom he sends 
before his face (Luke 10). The section 
in Luke may be analyzed thus-: 

(2) 9:51 to 13: 21, the resolution to 
depart. 

(4) 13 : 22 to 17: 10, the direction of 
the journey. 





EN NNR NEC AERA Ne! oe ibid oegbe 
For a Clear Outlook on the New Year’s Lessons 


The most important six months of the world’s history form the subject of the Sunday-school lessons for 1914. Profes- 
hex Griffith Thomas gives on this page a preview that will show how to understand this great period of our Lord’s life 


(c) 17: 11 to 19 : 27, the scene of the 
journey. 

Thus Luke links Galilee and the Cross, 
and although this section is generally 
called ‘‘ the Perean ministry,’’ it is proba- 
ble that it was just as much a ministry in 
all parts of the land for six months pre- 
ceding the crucifixion. So that the clos- 
ing six months of our Lord's public life, 
which constitute the lessons for 1914, 
would perhaps be better styled as the 
ministry in south Galilee, Samaria, Perea, 
and Jerusalem. 


UR Lord’s appearances in the Holy 
City were more than mere inci- 
dents ; they were rather the special 

features of his life, as he presented him- 
self more definitely and for the last time 
to the attention of the nation, The in- 
creasing hostility of the Jews prevented 
him from remaining in Jerusalem for any 
lengtlr of time during these months, but 
it hag often been pointed out that he was 
never very far away from it, He was cer- 





Inside the Editorial Rooms 


With the start of the new year’s lessons it is 





worth your while to note how much MORE than 








its rich lesson pages the Times offers its readers 





@ A surprising question about the Home Department of the Sun- 
day-school, asked in good faith, drew forth an article from John T. 
Faris, D.D., in which he gives the evidence of actual life incidents 


that are so convincing that they may well stimulate a quickened: 


interest in this important division of the Sunday-school army. Dr. 
Faris’ article will be followed by a ‘‘Sunday-School Clinic’’ by 
Hugh Cork, telling how to start the Home Department and how 
to make it go. And one of the best equipped men from Maine to 
California to help people with their Home Department problems now 
joins the Times writers to answer questions in this branch of work. 


@ Things look ‘‘different’’ to the social worker when she herself 
becomes as one of her neglected sisters. ‘* The Hearthstone’’ isa 
three-chapter story of rare power by Mrs. Annie Hamilton Donnell, 
which is startling in its reading of the secrets of hearts that are 
hidden away in obscure corners. ‘‘ The Mother Who Had a Chance’’ 
is another story by Mrs. Donnell that will be included among the 
Times’ stories for grown-ups in 1914. 


@ Do you believe in contests for winning members to the Sunday- 
school? An article by the superintendent of one of the three or 
four largest Sunday-schools ir. the world, Frank L. Brown, gives an 
answer to this question that may surprise some. Mr. Brown will 
also continue to show how to make the Home and the Sunday-school 
indispensable to each other’s best life. 


q@ It takes a ‘‘ Missionary Watch Tower’’ to know what is going on 
in the thrilling work of evangelizing the world to-day. The depart- 
ment of one of the leading living experts in the field of missions, 
Professor Harlan P. Beach of Yale University, brings you the mission- 
ary information that every well-rounded Christian ought to have. 


@ Whether you use the Uniform or the Graded International 
Lessons, The Sunday School Times will keep on providing for your 
special needs. The ‘‘Graded Forum,’’ conducted by Mrs. Baldwin 
of the Pennsylvania State Sabbath School Association, brings together 
actual methods by which live workers are succeeding. 


@ One of the best ways to find out what you want to know is to ask 
the right man a question; and some of the Times’ various question 
departments conducted by specialists will be made still more accessible 
through their more frequent appearance, about once a month, in 
‘* The Bureau of Information,’’ as in this issue on page 791. 


@ Rifle bullets of temperance truth and fact, straight from the arsenal 
of current events in the strenuous temperance history that is in the 
making, will continue to furnish part of your temperance equipment in 
the quarterly temperance issues of the Times during 1914. 


Other announcements will be found on page 787 
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tainly there at the Feast of Tabernacles ; 
also at the Feast of Dedication some two 
months later; and either there or close 
at hand at Bethany on the occasion of 
the raising of Lazarus. And if, as we 
know, he was compelled to return north- 
ward again, it was only a little while be- 
fore he united with the multitudes on 
their way to the Passover. 

On this view, a modern writer has sug- 
gested that the six months can be divided 
into four periods, each of which culmin- 
ates in an appearance in Jerusalem or 
the neighborhood. 

(1) From the close of the Galilean. min- 
istry to the appearance at the Feast of 
Tabernacles ; this covers Luke g : 51 to 
10 : 42 with John 7 :2 tog: 41. 

(2) From the Feast of Tabernacles to 
the Feast of Dedication, about six weeks ; 
this would include Luke 10 :17 to 13 : 35 
with John 10: 1-42. 

(3) From the Dedication to the return 
for the raising of Lazarus ; this includes 
Luke 14:1 to 17:10 with John 11, 

(4) Last of all, a period of a month 
or six weeks, from a journey northward 
through Samaria, with the crowds going 
up to the Passover. Here we insert 
Luke 17: 11 to 18 : 34, with the parallel 
passages in Matthew and Mark. Then 
follow the various events of the last week, 
from the triumphal entry to the close. 


S we look over the lessons for the 
year we must keep in mind that 
everything is included in the last 

six months of our Lord's earthly life. The 
first and second quarters, with oné-third 
of the third, are concerned with the long, 
slow journey before the concluding days 
of the earthly ministry. The first two 
quarters’ lessons are taken wholly from 
Luke, with two exceptions, the first and 
the last. Thus attention is given with 
great wisdom to the unique section men- 
tioned above. The lessons for the third 
and fourth quarters are taken wholly 
from Matthew and Mark, with two ex- 
ceptions, These include the final entry 
into Jerusalem and the last days of 
Christ's life. 

It is, of course, difficult in a series of 
selections to keep in touch with the vari- 


| ous points and parts of the full record of 


the Gospels, but by the aid of the valu- 
able assistance provided in Dr. Riddle’s 
‘Outline Harmony of the Gospels'’ (The 
Sunday School Times Co., 10 cents and 
25 cents) it will always be possible to 
locate a lesson and see its relation to 
what precedes and follows. 

We ought to read straight on and make 
ourselves acquainted with the entire ma- 
terial from the time intended in Luke g : 
51. Then when we have a complete and 
general idea of the whole we can study 
each individual lesson and derive its 
teaching and see its bearing on the work 
of our Lord and Saviour. 

Points of chronology are often some- 
what difficult, but under the guidance of 
a good Harmony the student may rest 
assured that all the available information 
has been given, and that a clear picture 
can be derived of the life on earth of him 
who was ‘*God manifest in the flesh."’ 

Wvycuirre CoLLece, Toronto, 


In addition to this general preview for the 
year, at the close of each Professor 
Griffith Thomas will give in a brief article a 
preview of the new quarter’s lessons. These 
forward looks will suggest the needed back- 
ground for the study of the single lessons 
week by week. A leaflet a com- 


plete list of the year’s lessons, including the 
Golden Texts, will be sent to any ‘reader for 
@ two-cent stamp. 








LESSON. FOR JAN. 4 (Mark 9 : 30-41; 10 : 13-16) 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


HO can tell us why the at Italian scientist 
Galileo was imprisoned and o ypgees by the 
Pope? Because he published a book statin 
his belief that the earth moved around the sun, an 
that the sun itself was in motion. After a wearisome 
trial Galileo, then an old man of seventy years, was 
condemned to abjure by oath on his knees the truths 
of his scientific creed. It has long been a legend 
that after finishing his oath, he said, sotlo voce, 
-‘* Nevertheless it does move.” Now Galileo had what 
we call ‘‘the scientific spirit,” He did his best to 
find out what the facts were, and when he was sure 
of the facts he accepted them, even when they com- 
pelled him to believe things that were both revolu- 
tionary and uncomfortable. 

That is the kind of spirit that Jesus wants men to 
have about himself ; to examine him, listen to him, 
and then, like a scientist or like a little child, to be- 
lieve what he learns, Jesus never offered one single 
argument for the existence of God; he just simply 
assumed it, for a normal man will know that much, 
if his brains will let him. You don’t help a camera 
very much by doing any tricks with it. Open the 
shutter, and it will record what the light shows. 
Little children take facts as they are and act on them 
without debate, and that, said Jesus, is the way to 
keep your brains from tripping you. 


The Teacher’s Survey 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the ‘Times.] 


It is quite a jump from the end of Joshua over to 
the middle of the life of Jesus. Professor Thomas’ 
preview of the year’s lessons, on the facing page, 
shows that the change in subject is not an unnatural 
one. It will be a good thing for a teacher to hunt 
up a 1912-lesson help and glance over the-lessons of 
the first half of the life of Christ just to be refreshed 
on what we have already gone over. Dr. Riddle’s 
notes and the studies of Dr. Thomas connect back 
with the 1912 lessons. If the teacher has Stalker’s 
‘Life of Christ ” it will be helpful to read the sixth 
chapter, or the corresponding section in some other 
‘* Life.” 

Now as to the particular message of the lesson 
itself, the one thing to make plain is what Christ 
means by a childlike disposition. Both Dr. Riddle 
and Mr. Gordon give very full suggestions on that. 
It will be easy to show how this lesson on childlike- 
ness was brought about by the unseemly quarrel that 
arose among the disciples. The four verses in chap- 
ter 10 might be introduced along with 9: 36, 37. 


The Class in Session . 

We are resuming our study of the human life of 
that Prophet who alone was greater than Moses, and 
whose name has the same meaning as Joshua. In 
1912 we Studied the first half of Jesus’ public minis- 
try. We saw how he enriched and sweetened the 
teachings of the Old Testament, and made God to 
qpeent. as in truth he was, a real Heavenly Father. 

e watched him give those special lessons to the 
twelve chosen disciples, and finally we saw how he 
won from them the belief that he was the Son of God. 
Then he begins a new lesson with them, for they 
must learn that he is the suffering Saviour, and that 
he must encounter hatred, opposition, and death. 
This was almost too much for them to understand. 
They were encouraged by that wonderful experience 
of the tanetgnratenns and then the great miracle of 
the healing of the demonized boy at the foot of the 
mountain. 

At the beginning of our lesson for to-day Jesus 
had been seeking retirement, as Dr. Riddle points 
out (vs. 31, 32), for the purpose of teaching his disci- 
ples about his approaching death. Despite his plain 
declarations and unqualified statements it seemed 
almost impossible for the Twelve to actually grasp 
the fact that he must die; Mr. Gordon says (para- 
graph 3) that this was a turning-point for these dis- 
ciples, and a hard corner for them to get around, 
the concealed difficulty (paragraph 4) being that 
personal ambition had to be burned out. 

Then they came to Capernaum, where Jesus ap- 
parently had his most familiarresidence (Dr. Riddle’s 
preparatory note, and verse 33), and there it comes 
eut that all this time they had been arguing as to 
who should hold the highest office in the kingdom 
Jesus had been talking about. Dr. Mackie suggests 
something of the Oriental mind ‘about great ce, 
So this was the reason they did not, and could not, 
understand him. Dr. Thomas points out (Wednes- 











LESSON I. JANUARY 4. JESUS AND THE CHILDREN 


Mark 9 : 30-41; 10: 13-16. Commit Mark 10: 14 (Suffer), 15, 16 
Golden Text: Gird yourselves with humility, to serve one another: for God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble.—1 Peter § : § 


Read Matthew 18 : 1-35 
(eee petiee of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
ittee for printing in the lesson is Mark g : 30-41; 10: 
13-16.] 

30 And they went forth from thence, and passed through 
Galilee ; and he would not that any man should know it. 31 
For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, The Son of 
man is ! delivered up into the hands of’ men, and they shall 
kill him ; and when he is killed, after three days he shall ri-e 
again. 32 But they understood not the saying, and were afraid 
to ask him. 

33 And they came to Capernaum : and when he was in the 
house he asked them, What were ye reasoning on the way? 
34 But they held their peace : for they had disputed one with 
another on the way, who was the ? greatest. And he sat 
down, and called the twelve ; and he saith unto them, If any 
man would be first, he shall be last of all, and ® servant of all. 
36 And he took a little child, and set him in the midst of them : 
and taking him in his arms, he said unto them, 37 Whosoever 
shall receive one of such little children in my name, receiveth 
me: and whosoever receiveth me, receiveth not me, but him 
that sent me.... 

to : 13 And they were bringing unto him little children, that 
he should touch them : and the disciples rebuked them. 14 
But when Jesus saw it, he was moved with indignation, and 
said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me ; 
forbid them not : for to such belongeth the kingdom of God, 
15 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child, he shall in no wise enter 
therein. 16 And he took them in his arms, and blessed them, 
laying his hands upon them. 

1 See ch. 3.19. 2 Gr. greater. % Or, minister 4 Or, of such is 
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% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


[The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
ber, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the Times] 


Mark 9: 30.—Who are meant by ‘they,’’ and from 
what place were they going? Why did Jesus not want 
others to know where they were going ? (Gordon, 1, 2; 
Riddle ; Thomas, Monday and Tuesday studies. ) 

Verse 31.—What is the significance of ‘‘for’’ in this 
verse? Why did Jesus speak of himself as ‘‘ the Son of 
man’’? Why did Jesus use the present tense, ‘‘ is deliv- 
ered,’’ here? (Riddle ; Thomas, Tuesday.) 

Verse 32.-—Why were the disciples afraid to ask Jesus 
what he meant? (Riddle; Thomas, Tuesday. ) 

Verse 33.—Where was Capernaum ? To what house did 
they probably go? (Riddle, 4, v. 33; Visiting the Lesson 
Scenes. ) 

Verse 35.—What is the meaning of ‘‘servant’’ in this 
verse ? (Riddle.) 

Verses 36, 37.—What did Jesus mean by receiving little 
children in his name? (Riddle ; Gordon, 5, 6 ; Thomas, 
Wednesday.) 

Verse 38.—What is the meaning of this reference to 
‘¢ casting out demons’’ ? (Riddle.) 

Verses 39, 40.—Does this suggest that some who did 
mighty works in Jesus’ name did not follow with the other 
disciples ? (Riddle ; Thomas, Thursday.) 

Verse 41.—What reward did Jesus refer to? (Riddle; 
Thomas, Friday.) 

10: 13.—Who are meant by ‘‘they’’?? Why did they 
want Jesus to touch their children, and why should this 
have annoyed the disciples? Is there any indication of the 
age of the “little children’? (Riddle; Mackie, 2; 
Thomas, Saturday.) 

Verse 14.—What did Jesus mean when he said that the 
kingdom of God belongs to little children? (Gordon, 6, 7 ; 
Riddle ; Thomas, Saturday and Sunday.) 

Verse 15.—What is it to ‘‘ receive the kingdom of God 
as a little child’? ? (Gordon, 9, 11, 12; Riddle ; Thomas, 
Wednesday. ) 








day study) that each revelation of the cross was fol- 
lowed by an expression of pride on the disciples’ 
part. And this is the way Jesus showed them what 
was the matter: First, he laid down the great prin- 
ciple that high place is the flower that blossoms 
on the stalk of unselfish service. Then he used 
an illustration that they never forgot. He called a 
child, and the little one looked at his kindly face, 
and came nestling up to him, and he picked that 
child up and held ies in his arms. The action was 
in itself the lesson: the child came cheerfully and 
promptly, and affectionately yielded to him. 

This is Jesus’ declaration of the only mental atti- 
tude that can grasp divine facts. Mr. Gordon de- 
scribes it (paragraphs 7, 8, 9) as a frank acknowledg- 
ment of our limitations and our dependence, Mr, 
Ridgway says (paragraph 3) that a child’s true de- 
mocracy is part of its peculiar charm and power. 
Mr. Rogers points out that it isn’t children we are to 
imitate, but’ childlikeness. Dr. Thomas’ Sunday 












study gives an admirable fourfold summary of the 
Lord's teaching about children. 


The Lesson Summary 


The way I ask a question is often in itself little 
less than a challenge and a declaration that nothin 
you can say will alter my opinion, Such a menta 
attitude is quite easy to understand, but far more 
dangerous and treacherous is the spiritual attitude 
created by those unknown, because absolutely un- 
questioned, plans and purposes of my whole life that 
run counter to God's will and God's purpose. It is 
the thing that I never question, the axiom that I 
never debate about, that hinders my grasp of the 
real truths of eternal life. I take it for granted that 
I must seek to be rich, or prominent, or learned, or 
must have a good time, and that elemental error 
blinds me to the fact that those who are useful are 
truly great, and that riches and great place and 
pleasure are the side issues. 

This is what hindered the eee from believing 
Jesus when he spoke of his death, and this is what 
called out that declaration of his that if a man is to 
learn anything about eternal truth he must shake off 
his personal prejudice and and get into the 
mental attitude of a child, he most intellectual 
man on earth is a mental infant compared with that 
eternal mind that formed and controls all things that 
we know. Why should we not stand before him asa 
child and wait and listen and obey? 


Questions for Class Use 

1. What important experience just preceded the occur- 
rences of this lesson? 

2. Why did the disciples not understand Jesus’ declara- 
tion about his death ? 

3- What previous experiences had attached Jesus to 
Capernaum ? 

4. Why did the disciples remain silent when asked what 
they were disputing about? 

5. Why is the useful man, whom Christ calls the servant 
or minister, the ideal man ? 

6. Why was John wrong in forbidding this unknown 
man to perform good deeds in Christ’s name ? 

7. Why cannot the kingdom of heaven be entered ex- 
cept in the spirit of the child? 


Other Teaching Points 

We may generally count on it that there are some turns 
in the road of life that we did not expect and will not 
relish. These disciples could not understand this new 
teaching about the necessity for their leader’s death. 

There are some times when we are ashamed to put any 
but our best foot forward, and that very fact ought to teach 
us something. Those twelve men were ashamed to repeat 
their wrangling before Jesus. 

A gvod illustration is better than much argumentation. 
See how Jesus used the child to open their eyes. They 
can see things all right when they are pointed out. 

‘* Ile that is not against me is for me,’’ said Jesus, and 
again, ‘* He that gathereth not with me scattereth.’’ The 
two are not contrary, except as all truth is a sort of para- 
dox. The important point in this man’s case was that he 
used Jesus’ name, and gave Jesus the credit for it, The 
reward for the gift of cold water is not because of the gift, 
but because of thought and the name of Jesus in which it 
is given. Jesus is king and he must reign, and all that 
helps him is rewarded. 


A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 
(Luke to : 1-24). 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 

interest in the coming lesson. ‘he suggestions and ques- 

tions are for the members’ home preparation, to be 
assigned in advance by the emeher.| 


A part of Jesus’ program was a widespread pub- 
licity campaign for the fact of his own presence 
among the Jews. ‘This had to be done by means of 
public speech, and of course to completely cover the 

und in a short time meant that a good many men 
had to take part in the campaign. So when the time 
was ripe, Jesus sent out thirty-five pairs of men who 
were to declare the gospel and demonstrate their 
authority by deeds of power. This they did, and 
were very successful in their campaign. : 


1, Why did Jesus send out seventy evangelists ? 
2. Can you explain the meaning of the various direc- 
tions given the seventy in verses 3 to 11? 
3. What was the particular sin of these three towns ? 
4- Why did Jesus rejoice at the report of the seventy ? 
5. Can you discover in the lesson : 
A great ‘‘ want ad’’? 
Those who were ‘‘ disqualified for kicking ’’ ? 
Some one who got a good licking ? 
A great nursery story ? 
A piece of good luck ? 


Evanston, ILL. 
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The First Lesson of Life 
By S. D. Gordon 


HIS was a turning-point with our Lord Jesus ; 
not in character, of course, but in action, He 
turns from the crowds to give more time to the 

few. The training of the future leaders takes first 
place. The last and most serious session of the dis- 
ciples’ itinerant training-school opens. 

It was shortly after that wondrous night of moun- 
tain prayer. Did all his movements grow out of his 
praying time? It looks like it. So his understand- 
ing of the Father’s plan was kept clear, his pu 8 
hardened amidst opposition, and his spirit kept its 
even steadiness and fragrant calm, 


It was intended as a furning-point for these earn- 


est, immature disciples, in character and action. 
These men were hard toturn. They seem to have 
been kin to some of us. It took a long time to get 
them around the corner. And they batted their 
heads badly against the corner a good many times. 
‘But they got around the corner. hey came to see 
things through Jesus’ eyes, and to go his way. It 
took a death and a resurrection and a Pentecost to 
bring them to it. Yet even these don’t seem to have 
been enough to get some of us quite turned his way. 

‘They had to be turned from highly-colored dreams 
about a kingdom to the narrow, steep, darkly-shad- 
owed road through which only could the kingdom be 
reached, Personal ambition had to be burned out 
by the intense flame of devotion to himself. And 
things don't seem to have changed much. There's 
still a good bit of the same haziness in some quarters 
about what the kingdom means, and how it is to 
come. Yet the kingdom road hasn’t changed, nor 
has the kingdom come. There'll be no kingdom- 
power in any life except through this same road of 
the cross, And there'll be no kingdom program and 
glory on earth till the Man of the Cross is in actual 
coutrol., 

The disciples didn’t understand. Was it because 
they didn’t like the road? I think likely. There's 
the closest connection between your will and your 
understanding. They were so intent on their own 
plans that they couldn't take in his. He that is. will- 
ing to do what the Master wants done, no matter 
how it upsets his own plans, will find a clear light 
softly breaking in. He that is unwilling to travel 
that road will find only a hazy mental twilight, 
shading into night. 

At this intended turning-point a child is set in the 
midst. This is immensely suggestive,—a child set 
at the intended turning-point/ Has a child been 
set in the midst where you are? Maybe he’s the 
Master's little, unconscious teacher, set to point an 
intended turn. The Master would know. You might 
ask him. The child was the teacher not in anything 
he had, or knew, or could do, but in what he hadn't 

ot, and couldn’t do, and didn’t know. The child 

imself in his utter helplessness and spirit of de- 
pendence,—this was the message to these men, and 
is tous. But some of us need to learn to read, and 
will have to begin with the a, b, c’s. 

It must have been a young child whose true child- 
spirit hadn't yet been choked out much by the bad 
air he found here. The confessions oftenest on the 
child’s lips are, ‘‘I don’t know,” ‘‘I‘can’t do,” and 
‘*IT haven’t got.” This is the characteristic child- 
svirit,—frank acknowledgment of his limitations, 
and helpless dependence. This is the core of the 
thing called humility. And he that is like a little 
child in this is reckoned great in the kingdom. 

But how, in mere honesty, can we bave such a 
spitit? Ifa growing man have only fairly improved 
his opportunities he does know somethiag, maybe 
much ; he can do certain things, maybe very skil- 
fully ; and he has likely gotten or is getting some 
possessions, perhaps a good bit. And he knows it, 
and, in a good way, should. A part of good training 
is to make us self-reliant. How can he have the child- 
spirit of ‘‘can’t do,” ‘don’t know,” ‘‘ haven't got,” 
and the child-feeling of helpless dependence ? 

Well, there’s an answer,—we are really as help- 
lessly dependent as the babe, but we don’t seem to 
know it. Everything we are, and know, and can do, 
and have, comes from Another. The very article of 
life within our bodies ; the outer world from which 
we draw increase of life—the air, sun, dew, rain, and 
the soil’s answer to our requests : and beyond these 
the personal growth in which our own efforts count 
so much,—all these are from Another, If the babe 
just born is wholly neglected he will certainly quickly 
die. If the gracious unseen Presence were taken from 
us even for a moment we would as certainly follow 
the neglected babe. 

Yes, the personal growth—skill, knowledge, pos- 
sessions—do come ¢hrougé our personal toil ; that is 
true ; but they come from Another. And of the two 
he is the greater. he source is immensely more 
than the channel. The utmost toil would amount to 
nothing without his constant living touch upon it. 
We are not conscious of that touch, or rarely, even as 
the babe is not conscious of its helplessness. - But it 


is-that ceaseless, to us, unconscious, touch that makes _ 


the result we are conscious of. . 
Now to recognize this simple -fact, and-live it, as 


reaHy as .does the child, habitually, involuntarily, . 
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gratefully,—this is the child-spirit ; this is the rare 
beauty of humility. The fine maturity of character 
is this : to lose childish ignorance and weakness, and 
to get and keep childlike dependence upon the 
Father, with a good self-reliance neighborward. 

This is she first lesson of life,—first in the plan of 
God, first in our early childhood experience, first in 
its actual power to shape aright the whole life and 
meant to remain first in our maturest life. But 
with some it goes out early, and comes back very 
late, and has a hard time getting in again, and is 
much crowded for breathing space after getting in. 
Still it is blessed to have it come in even late and 
last ; for often it is left outside clear to the closing 
punctuation point of life. 

New York Ciry. 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HE lesson includes two passages, belonging to 
different periods of our Lord’s ministry. ‘The 
former part is parallel to the closing lessons of 

Ig12 ; the latter is much later, though similar in its 

teachings. 

Time.—The earlier section of the lesson may be 
placed in the late summer of A. D. 29 ; the later sec- 
tion is from the final journey to Jerusalem, in March, 
A. D. 30. 

Places.—The journey spoken of in verse 30 was 
from the vicinity of Mt. Hermon, through Galilee to 
Capernaum. ‘The blessing of the little children oc- 
curred on the way to rpg probably in Perea. 

Capernaum.—Our Lord’s usual residence during 
his Galilean ministry ; called ‘‘ hisown city ” in Mat- 
thewg9:1. It was a flourishing place on the north- 
west shore of the Sea of Galilee. The exact site is 
still in dispute, opinion being divided between Khan 
Minyeh and Tell Him. The former is about five 
miles southwest from the mouth of the upper Jordan; 
the latter only two miles distant from the Jordan. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Chapter 9: 30.—7hey: Jesus and his disciples, as the 
context shows. The subject is not expressed in the 
Greek.—From thence: The last incident mentioned 
was the healing of the epileptic boy, which occurred 
at the foot of Mt. Hermon.—7Zhat any man should 
know it: The northern journey, which ends at this 
point, was for retirement, and especially to teach the 
T'welve regarding his coming sufferings and death. 
Hence privacy was sought. 

Verse 31.—For: This is quite significant. Our Lord 
was endeavoring toteach the disciples; they were slow 
to learn (v. 32), and for this reason he sought privacy 
from the multitude.—7e Son of man: This desig- 
nation is used only by our Lord himself, though 
Stephen uses it (Acts 7: 56; Rev. 1: 13 should 
rendered ‘‘a son of man”). It presents Jesus as the 
head of renewed humanity, the second Adam. * Just 
as in the title Sow of God Jesus included whatever 
he was conscious of being for God, so in Son of man 
he comprehended all that he felt he was for men” 
(Godet).—/s delivered: Prophetic use of present 
tense, indicating certainty. The term often means 
** betray.” 

Verse 32.—A/fraid to ask him: Probably from un- 
belief and fear of further untoward predictions. 

Verse 33.—/n the house: Apparently in the house 
where Jesus usually résided. 

Verse 35.—Servant: Not *‘ bondservant,” but use- 
ful servant ; hence ‘‘ minister” in the margin. 

Verse 37.—One of such little children: The hu- 
mility and dependence of children is the main thought; 
hence children in spirit are included (Matt. 18 : 3, 4). 
—i/n my name; Because of the child’s relation to 
himself, 

Verse 38.—Casting out demons ; Demoniacal pos- 
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session was common in Palestine at this ‘time, and 
many demons were ‘‘cast out” (dispossessed) by our 
Lord and his disciples. 

Verse 39.—Do a mighty work in my name: It is 
clearly implied here, and in Luke (9 : 49, 50), that 
mighty works were wrought by those referred to. 
The lesson of tolerance is obvious. 

Verse 41.—Ais reward: The reward, whether 
here or hereafter, is measured, not by our estimate of 
the act, but by God’s. He always recognizes even 
the smallest service done for his people, the humblest 
of them. 

Chapter 1o : 13.— Z7hey: Not expressed in the 
Greek, but evidently the parents of the children are 
meant.— Were bringing : This suggests .continued 
action, but points to whet Was occurring when the 
rebuke ‘was uttered.—7hat he should touch them: 
Matthew: ‘* Lay his handson them, and pray.” The 
parents regarded these acts as conveying blessings, 
or at least as the outward signs of blessing.—7%ze 
disciples rebuked them; Probably for interrupting 
the discussion about divorce. Such discussions ought 
not to impede the blessing of children. As Luke 
says ‘‘their babes,” it is evident that these children 
were quite young. 

Verse 14.—70 such belongeth the k — of God: 
Matthew : ‘‘the kingdom of heaven.” The reference 
is to the new rule our Lord is to establish on the 
earth. This kingdom includes children. - Indeed, 
the next verse shows that only those of a childlike spirit 
are in the ‘‘kingdom.” As Christ is the ruler in this 
kingdom children enter it because of their relation to 
him, not because of their innocence. 

Verse 15.—As a little child; The reference is to 
dependence and humility, childlike traits, which are 
essential to entrance into the kingdom. 

Verse 16.—Zook them in his arms: Mark's ac- 
count is most definite, and presents our Lord’s ges- 
tures.—Laying his hands upon them: A sign of 
blessing in this instance. ; 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The “ Argufier.”""— iVhat was it that ye disputed by 
the way (v. 33, Auth. Ver.). This disciple ‘‘ scrap" 
would not be mentioned had you or I written the 
book, . Heaven hides no faults (Mark 4: 22; Heb. 4: 
13).. Do you want to be a big man and have folks 
turn and whisper, ‘‘ Yes, that’s’ he”? “Well, just 
do something to bless your fellow-men. A cure for 
consumption or cancer. . An autotite that will always 
hold the wind. Is there acure for trouble? Be the 
man to get it to market, and an unhappy world will 
place fame and fortune at your feet. Life is too 
short to dispute. Don’t wrangle—work. Don’t dis- 
pute—produce, If you are really the cracker-jack 
**jour” in the shop show it by your job and not by 
your jaw. That kind of a ‘‘ jay” the boss can jump 
to a higher place. True worth need use no words to 
show itself. Disputing is the rest business on 
earth for disciples of Christ. Christianity has been 
damaged more by inside disputes than by outside 
assaults, The only way to handle religion is not to 
mouth it, but to live it (Phil. 2: 14; 1 Tim. 6: 3-5). 


Going pT any man would be first, he shall be 
last (v. 35). very fellow ought to want to be at the 
top in all good things. That is not what the Master 
is talking about here. Two farmer boys sat day- 
dreaming on the fence. ‘‘ Wish I had all the med- 
ders in the world,” said Tom. 
cattle in the world,” said Jack. 
with all them steers and sheep ?” 
them medders of yourn.” ‘‘ Yes, you just try it on 
once.” ‘* What'd you do?” ‘‘ Sue you for trespass.” 
**No, you wouldn't.” ‘Yes, I would.” ‘You're 
another.” And then they went at it tooth and nail. 
An old story, but it shows what mere ‘desiring ” 
often comes to. Those at the tail end of the proces- 
sion in Coatesville are the ‘‘wishers.” The fellows 
at the top, or near top, are those who trust in God, 
and serve on day after day without thought of posi- 
tion or pay. When Henry Thorpe was called to the 
Mahogany Desk and offered the big position nobody 
was more surprised than Henry. ‘‘ What, me?” 
He had been so busy in the mill on week-days and in 
the Sunday-school and church on Sundays it never 
had occurred to him to desire old man Wilson’s place. 
This is the kind of promotion Christ is talking about 
(Prov. 12: 24; Rom. 12: 11). 


The Little Folks.— Ad he took a little child (v.36). 
esus believed in object lessons, both animate and 
inanimate. ‘‘Here is your model,” he says to the 
disputers. The child is the true democrat. He can- 
not understand caste or ambition. When the boys 
lay together all want to be horse or clown. When 
Fittle girls play ‘‘house” they would rather be the 
maids to open the door than milady to sit in the 
arlor. The child’ is contented, trustful, happy. 
ever aspires to be sole monarch of the square... If 
he. is a natural leader he always has a ‘* pardner,” 
and.shares all.things with..his.‘‘ gang." he little 


‘* Wish I had all the 
‘* What ’d you do 
‘Turn ’em into 


girl's most particular friend is. just as like as not to 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 4 (Mark 9: 30-41; 10 : 13-16) 


be the colored washerwoman’s daughter. 
Children are the most lovable things on 
earth, The man or woman who does not 
prepare to sit among a bunch of them once 
a week mi the greatest joy heaven has to 
ive. To drop into a primary department 
fore the teachers get there and ‘‘order”’ 
begins is to fall into Ponce de Leon’s foun- 
tain of Be age youth, I do it every Sun- 
day. That is why I don’t grow old, and you 
think these notes are written by ‘* some 
young fellow ’’ (Matt. 18 : 4-10). 


The Luck of Roaring Camp.— Wio- 
ever shall receive one of such litle 
children . . . receiveth me (v. 36). The 
best commentary I know on this verse is 
Bret Harte’s masterpiece, ‘* The Luck of 
Roaring Camp,’’? America’s greatest short 
story. A baby is born of the one rough 
woman among a lot of miners in a tough 
camp. The mother dies, and the baby is 
received with reverence and redeems the 
camp. Roaring Camp, in receiving Thomas 
Luck receives some of heaven. Tell the 
story to your class, It has lots of religion 

acked in between the lines (Isa. 11 : 6). 

REIGHT RECEIVERS and FORWARDERS is 
the sign over one of the world’s best busi- 
nesses. It is the business in which Mr. 
James J. Hill laid the foundation of his suc- 
cess. But CHILD RECEIVERS and FORWARD- 
ERS is a far better business, and lays the 
foundation for a larger and better fortune. 
Mr. Hill will drop all his right here in the 
land he has lifted up. Yours can be found 
laid up for you in that country to which you 
will go. Child receivers will be found 
among the goods they receive! (Matt. 6: 
19, 20). 


Heaven.— or to such belongeth the king- 
dom of God (10:14). Whatshall we be like 
in heaven? I expect I have said before 
that I have thought sometimes that we may 
all be just as we will be, are, or were at 
thirty. Because we shall, be like him (1 John 
3:2). Youwill notice that when the news- 
papers print:the picture of a prominent man 
it is often the picture he-has nearest to thirty. 
But suppose we are all children there. In 
heaven ‘there is no marrying, and we are all 
as'the angelsiof God (Matt: 22:: 30; :18'::10). 





Moses, dnd: Elijah atithe transfigurstion. Yes, 


but how do you know ‘they: were old men 
with long beards? Here is the point: how 
are you folks who are annoyed by children 
here on earth going to be happy in a heaven 
full of children? Moral: if you don’t have 
any children up at your home, come down to 
the Sunday-school and cultivate the heavenly 
taste, After a few visits you will ask for a 
job. When the tots get to lisping ** my dear 
teacher,’’ you’ll admit: that ** of such is the 
kingdom of God.’’ 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
> 4 
The Illustration Round-Table 


The Round Table this week is supple- 

mented by a symposium of illustra- 

tions on page 78, which reveal the 
child-spirit. 

LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year’s lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


How He Made Her Happy.— Gird your- 
selves with humility to serve one another 
(Golden Text), The small boy was drawing 
his still smaller neighbor along the walk in 
his little wagon. He looked up beaming 
when a watchful face appeared at the door- 
way. ‘‘I’m trying to make Fannie happy, 
aunt,’”’ he said. ‘* What a beautiful spirit 
for the child to have!’’ exclaimed the ad- 
miring aunt, as she closed the door. But 
presently, as she watched from the window, 
it seemed to her that the effort, however 
commendable, was not very successful. Wee 
Fannie was evidently afraid to ride, and was 
much more inclined to climb out of the 
wagon and draw it herself. This Master 
Robbie stontly resisted. ‘*She doesn’t like 
riding, Robbie,’’ explained the aunt. ‘* You 
must let her be horse if you want to make 
her happy.’’ ‘* But I want to draw it my- 
self. I want to make her happy doin’ things 
I like to do,’’ answered Robbie, with a very 
unamiable scowl. Poor little boy! 
selfishness after all. And that same ‘‘ beau- 
tiful spirit ’’ lies at the root.of much that we 
older ones also like to call kindness to others, 
—from Living Words. [Vill .the reader, 


It, was |, 





who sent this illustration 
name and address to the 


lease forward 
ditor? 


Third.—// any man would be first, he 
shall be last of all, and servant of all (9 : 
35). A boy was going to college. is 
mother gave him some excellent parting ad- 
vice, as mothers are wont to do, and her 
last words were, ‘‘ Remember, my son; you 
are always third.’’ When he reached col- 
lege he wrote upon a placard, ‘I’m third,”’ 
and hung it in his room. It called forth 
many queries and criticisms, but to all he 
turned a deaf ear, until he had been in col- 
lege about two months, Then he said to 
his chum, ‘*I have the courage now to tell 
you what my mother meant when she said 
to me, ‘I’m third.’ First, God; second, 
others ; third, myself.”,-—A/rs, M. Z. Hunn, 
Plymouth, Ind. From Lulu A. Hasbrouck, 
in The Home Mission Monthly. The prise 
Sor this week is awarded to this illustration. 


When He Was Ruined.— Whosoever shall 
recetve one of such children in my name, re- 
ceiveth me (v. 37). A certain business man 
has a curious little charm for his watch- 
chain. Business acquaintances often joke 
him about it, for it is nothing but a queer 
little copper two-cent piece, bright, it is true, 
through frequent polishing, but plainly show- 
ing its value. Its value, indeed! The man 
wouldn’t sell it for a thousand dollars, ‘+I 
had lost every cent I had in the world, prac- 
tically,’’ he told some one with tears in his 
eyes, ‘‘and there at my desk, my head on 
my arms, I was thinking of a possible way to 
end it, when my little girl came up to me 
and asked a question: ‘ What does ruined 
mean, papa?’ and then I knew | had been 
groaning loud enough to be heard and under- 
stood. ‘You said ‘*ruined,’’ papa. What 
does ruin mean?’ ‘It means I haven’t any 
money, baby. Papa’s a poor man.’ The 
little feet pattered away, then back again, 
and here on my watch-chain is what she 
gave me. Nota great fortune—no, but the 
foundation of one. Whatever I’ve got since 
came from it, for it gave me courage.’’— 
Mrs._R. W. Lowe, Delevan, N. Y. From 
The Expositor. 


Better ‘than ‘“‘ Us.’’——John said unto him, 
‘Teacher, we saw one casting out demons in, 
‘thy mame; cand we forbade him, because he 
followed not us (v. 38). ‘*Oh,’’ said a 
woman to.me the other day, ‘‘do you belong 
tous?’’ ‘* Well,’’ said I, ‘*who are ‘us’? 
That is a new denomination tome. I belong 
to Him.’? I like the Augustinian Creed: 
** A whole Christ for my salvation, the whole 
Bible for my study, the whole church for my 
fellowship, and the whole world for my par- 
ish, that I may be a true catholic and not a 


of Christian Work, 


Shall We Keep Them from Him ?—Su/- 
fer the little children to come unto me; for- 
bid them not (10 : 14). The wife of a 
prominent lawyer, who had been under deep 
conviction for several days, gave the following 
account at prayer-meeting of her conversion : 
‘¢ Last evening my little girl came to me and 
said, ‘Mama, are you a Christian?’ ‘No, 
Fannie, I am not.’ She turned and went 
away, and as she walked off I heard her say, 
‘Well, if mamma isn’t a Christian, I don’t 
want to be one.’ And I tell you, my dear 
friends, it went right to my heart, and then 
I gave myself up to Christ.’-—4, W. Cooper, 
Allentown, Pa. From the Expositor. 


Finding the Direction.—70 such be/ong- 
eth the kingdom of God (v.14). Miss Mar- 
garet Slattery told us that one day she was 
walking along the street when she heard a 
little voice say: ‘‘Hello, Miss Slattery.’’ 
She looked around, but saw noone, Again 
the little voice. She looked everywhere, but 
still saw no one, Then the little voice said, 
‘* Keep a-lookin’ up, Miss Slattery.’? She 
said, ‘‘I looked up and up and up, and 
finally saw her way up in a tenement house, 
and when I found her she said, ‘ You didn’t 
see me, Miss Slattery, because you didn’t 
look high enough.’’’ Jesus took ‘the little 
children up into his arms and taught us not 
to look down for them any longer.—Oszro R. 
Newcomb, Liberty, Ind. From ** Organized 
Sunday-school Work in America, 1908- 
zgrr.” 


% 


** Just.a Minute, by Dr. Charles Frederic 
Goss, is a little book of daily readings. Tt 
affords suggestive material for prayer-meet- 
ing talks.. Copies may be had for 50 cents, 
postpaid, from The Sunday School Times Co. 





sectarian,’’—Zmma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. | 
Y. From the Rev. Charles Inglis, in Record | 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D. D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister 
of the Anglo-American Congregation 
in Beyrout 


HO was the greatest? (9:34). To 
every Oriental mind it was obvious 
that a ki must have a king, 

and the king must have his vizier. This of- 
ficial ie the position of Joseph with Pharaoh, 
and Naaman with the king of Syria) enjoyed 
his master’s confidence, understood how to 
carry out his wishes, and relieved him of all 
anxiety. As long as he was in power, the 
king could onl approached and influ- 
enced through him. He thus possessed un- 
limited power, and was virtually the king. 
It was therefore revolutionary when Jesus 
said that in his kingdom the greatest would 
be the servant of all. 

That he should touch them (10:13). It 
is customary in the East when seeing young 
children with their parents to say, ‘* Let. the 
name of God be upon them.’’ ‘This is espe- 
cially protective when said by a great saint. 
The anxiety springs from the consciousness 
that God’s gifts, the children, are often be- 
loved more than the Giver, and that he may 
see fit to recall them. 


ALEXANDRIA, EGyprt. 


% 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 
T may have been Peter’s house where 
Jesus rebuked the petty self-seeking of 
the disciples. It may have been Peter’s 
boy whose confiding friendliness was pointed 
out as better than ambitious scheming. Let 
us think over to-day’s lesson while we have 
before us the ground of Peter’s home town, 
and its view of lake and hills that both the 
disciples and the Master knew so well. 
We will stand at the spot marked 1 and 
look eastward over the space between those 


lines that diverge from 1. This is what we 
see: A grassy field slopes gently down 





before us to the edge of the lake half a mile 
away. A part of the field near the water is 
guarded by ahigh wall and a few trees grown 
in that enclosure beside a low building of 
stone. We can see five or six miles out 
across the shimmering level of the lake to a 
long, flat ridge of highlands that loom up in 
the hazy distance at the east. 

This pasture ground at our feet is not an 
ordinary pasture. Heaps of large stones lie 
here, crusted with lichens and caressed by 
gay field flowers. Irregular rows of stones 
show here and there all over the grass-grown 
slope. If it wére not for the pleasant green- 
ness everywhere the ground might look like 
the site of a town after a great fire or an 
earthquake, Yes, for that is precisely what 
itis. Capernaum’s homes were all thus.de- 
stroyed long ago. We do not to-day know 
the exact location of individual houses, 
though we know the synagogue used to stand 
near the lake on ground now enclosed by 
that modern wall. 

Some of these very stones that lie here may 
once have formed the walls of the home 
which sheltered our Lord. The child whom 
he took in his arms used to play in narrow 
lanes here, now. these grasses wave in the 
light breeze. The rebuked disciples. must 
many a time have sat after supper on the flat 
roofs of houses occupying parts of this very 
ground, seeing in the distance those same 
lake waters with the Gadarene highlands 
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all the rest of their lives some of them ma 
have involuntarily associated this outloo 
with their deepened realization of what the 
Master meant. 


‘The Underwood Travel System is, under 
this heading, applied as usual to the lessons 
of the year. e use of the stereographs will be 
found a most practical help toward making the 
lesson places read. Forty-eight places will be 
visited during 1914 ; the forty-eight stereographs 
cost $8, and if they are all ordered at one time 
a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case will be given 
free. ‘Twelve places will be described with 
the lessons of this first quarter ; cost, $2. ‘The 
four for January alone cost 67 cents. Less 
than four in one order are 20 cents each, 
Stereoscopes, 85 cents each. Postage or ex- 
press is prepaid on all orders for stereographs 
or stereoscopes. Lantern slides of the same 
scenes can also be obtained—plain slides, so 
cents each; sepia-tinted, §5 cents; colored, 
$:.10. In orders for twenty-five or more prices 
are—plain slides, 40 cents each ; sepia-tinted, 
45 cents; colored, $1. Address The Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we pray for childlikeness. May we not be bus 
with questions of place and of power, but pa | 
rather the simplicity of trust, and such service 
as thou dost fit to our lives. Grant that we may 
not hinder thee with our foolish ambitions, or 
by mistaken ideas of what fellowship with thee 
ought to mean. May we be given true ideals 
of gpvatnens, and the grace that thou dost give 
to those who are humble with no pride because 
of their humility, We ask this in the name of 
es Lord Jesus, who humbled himself for us. 

men, 


After the Lesson.—Over in the country 
where Jesus lived, when men wanted to get 
ready for any special work they would gather 
up the folds of the loose, flowing garments 
that they wore, and gird themselves with a 
rope, sometimes of camel’s hair, so that they 
would be freer to move about. To. gird 
one’s self was a, sign of getting ready, for 
some. kind of service. .A-missionary in the 
Far West.was once asked how he managed 
to live on so little, and how he get along so 
well. He said, with a twinkle in his eyes, 
**Oh, I just tighten up. my belt a-hole, or 
two, and go right ahead.’’ Every onevof us, 
in one way or another, knows what it means 
to get ready for work. Some of us may be 
girding ourselves with a belt of pride, or cov- 
etousness, or temper, or just plain, dull, un- 
lovely determination to get the thing done. 

In this lesson our Lord and Masier is 
teaching the disciples deep lessons of child- 
likeness and humility and self-sacrifice. , In 
our Golden Text the apostle Peter, who was 





“| not always the kind of man that he was 


| when he wrote his letters, is telling those to 
| whom he writes that they ought to gird 
themselves with humility so that they might 
serve one another, 

I am going to put on the board three 
| words and a question mark, and I am going 
| to ask you to think for yourself about. ,the 
kind of qualities that should or should not be 
named in place of that question mark in your 
| life and in mine. Oh, if we would throw 
away our girdles of pride and covetousness, 
and all of the others with unworthy names, 
and prepare with humility and with the sim- 
plicity of happy, trusting children to serve 
in any way, what a neighborhood this would 
be! May God give us grace to do just this. 
Let us pray. 








GIRD YOURSELVES WITH —? 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** I think when I read that sweet story of old.’’ 
‘* Jesus, I my cross have taken.”’ 
‘*O Master, let me walk with thee." 
** Saviour, like a shepherd lead us.’’ 
‘* Tell me the story of Jesus.”’ 
‘* What a friend we have in Jesus."’ 
‘* When He cometh, to make up His jewels."’ 
** Who is on the Lord's side ?”’ 
(References in ntheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “ Bible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 149 : 1-5 (326 : 1-3). 
Psalm 138 : 5-8 (295 : 3. 5). 
Psalm 34 : 8-15 (70 : 1-3). 


Psalm 51 : 12-17 (107 : 2-4). 





beyond at the east. It is quite possible that 


Psalm 131 : 1-3 (284 :.1-3). 
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Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 


HESE little Nature talks, covering filty- 
two Sundays of the year, are written 
as bits of suggestion for lower-grade 

teachers, and designed to be used, not in nor 
connected with the regular Sunday-school 
lessons, but in the middle of the opening 
service. 

They have grown out of my own experis 
ence, as such talks were begun in my 
primary-room in a most desultory, im- 
promptu fashion, But I soon found that 
the informal talks did several things : 

‘They established a bond of friendliness be- 
tween me and the little pupils. 

‘They gave variety and interest to the 
opening program, and the objects and ilius- 
trations frequently used were a keen delight. 

They opened the children’s eyes to the 

world about them, set them to thinking and 
questioning, and, best of all, awakened in 
them a new reverence, gratitude, and love for 
God. . 
‘The talks are necessarily brief. No hint 
of “lessons ’’ should be given, no introduc- 
tions; just ‘¢a friendly talking together” 
about something we are all interested in, 
with a liberal use of gestures, and that en- 
thusiasm which is so needful in attracting 
and holding a child’s attention, 

Although seeming impromptu, they must 
be planned and logical, and closely adapted 
to the seasons if we would do our best work, 
Each should be closed or followed by a 
**song that fits’’ or a bitof a prayer. Some- 
times they may serve as introductory to a 
new song and the next ten minutes spent in 
learning it. 

A teacher should not adhere rigidly to the 
order in which these little nature lessons are 
given, for much depends on local weather 
conditions. On a stormy day the same talk 
is not to be made- that one would give in 
pleasant weather, be it March or December, 
Differences in latitude also require changes. 
Many of the little people in my climate have 
never seen snow, so, naturally, we do not 
-learn a snow song, and substitute some other 
theme for that. 

This teaching is designed for pupils seven 
or eight years of age, but they may easily be 
simplified for younger ones or elaborated for 
juniors, 

Mothers may find them helpful for less 
formal use on Sunday afternoons in the 
home, 

Through the miracles in common things, 
over which the small brain is already pong 
dering, we can bring the Father-heart of God 
very close to the little child, I know of no 
surer way to do it than to walk with them 
over the nature-path. 

Easter, Christmas, and the various special 
Sundays of the year may occasion the omis- 
sion of some regular lessons. Teachers are 
expected to leave out those inappropriate to 
their conditions, adapt others, and supple- 
ment according to their own judgment. 

. These are hoped to be suggestive, nothing 
more. 





1. The Beginning of It All 


‘*¢Isn’t this a wonderful earth we are living 
on, with a wonderful sky above it? Don’t 
you love it all? Every day you ask mother 
questions about it, [ expect—what the sky is 
made of, how the stars stay up there, and 
how the earth and all the things on it began 
to be. And I know what she does! She 
just smiles and says, ‘*‘ Dearie, God made 
everything.” 

And God knew that everybody would be 
asking those very questions ; so when he had 
the Bible written for us, he had this story put 
first of all. 

Long, long after the earth and sky were 
made le had Moses, the best and wisest man 
that was living then, write the story down, 
Of course no one was living to see God make 
the world, so Moses would not have known 
what to write, and he could only put down 
the words God gave him. 

Here they are! On the very first page of 
our Bible book! Some day I want you to 
read them for yourself. We call it the 
‘** Creation Story,’’ for it tells how God cre- 
ated, or made things. ‘‘Created’’ means 
more than made, MWe can make things, but 
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when I make a doll’s dress I have to have a 
piece of cloth and some thread; and you 
need paper and stick and string to make a 
kite, don’t you? Men take a lot of things 
to make houses or boats and anything at all ; 
but when God created the world he made it 
out of nothing at all. Ue told us so him- 
self, 

Here are the very first words Moses wrote : 
** In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth.’’ Say them with me. No- 
body knows just when that beginning day 
was; we do not need to know, so God did 
not tell us. Only God could do such a won- 
derful work ! 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—lIt is important to notice that 
the lessons for the entire year are de- 
voted to the Life of Christ. A very 

definite aim should be in every teacher’s 
mind to help the children to know Jesus as 
their Friend, Helper, Teacher and Saviour. 

The impression should be deepened by 
appropriate pictures and songs, in addition 
to the Bible s‘ories and memory texts. 
Among permanent decorations for the pri- 
mary room should be included framed or 
mounted pictures showing Christ in the 
Manger; Christ Blessing Little Children ; 
Jesus, the Good Shepherd; the Triumphal 
Entry; and A Little Child Shall Lead. 
Many beautiful pictures are available for 
temporary use, with single lessons, A stout 
wire stretched close to the wall between 
doors or windows is firm enough to hold 
several pictures for temporary use, or the 
wide top of a wainscoting may be used. 
Such pictures should be low enough to be 
within easy range of the children’s vision. 

When memory texts are suggested for the 
entire school it is impossible that all shall bé 
appropriate for children. When too long or 
difficult it will be necessary to shorten or 
substitute another. In the very first lesson 
this is necessary. ‘* ‘The eed of the children 
should be the /aw of the teacher. 

Before ‘the Lessin.—Do everything possi- 
ble in decorations, program and lesson to 
make their first Sunday a happy beginning 
for the New Year. Sing **‘ Happy New Year 
to You.’? Inquire what made Christmas a 
happy day. Talk informally of what chil- 
dren can do to make a Happy New Year. 
During all the Sundays of this year we should 
be happy to learn more and more about 
Jesus, the children’s Friend. 

Introduction.—The Christmas story told 
us that Christ came to this world as a little 
child. He grew as a child, so he knows all 
about little children. 


‘* Day by day the little Jesus 
Grew like you and me; 
Learned to say a prayer to heaven 
At his mother's knee,"’ etc. 

(Primary and Junior Hymnal, 35 cents, Heidel- 
berg Press.) 

Lesson Teaching.—Jesus loves little chil- 
dren, 

When Jesus grew to be a man he always 
loved the children, and was kind to. them. 
‘To-day we will learn how he proved his love. 

Jesus had some good friends and helpers, 
called disciples. ‘They loved to be with 
him and to ask questions, One time when 
he was visiting in one of their homes some- 
body asked, ‘*‘ Who is the greatest in your 
kingdom?’’ Jesus called a little boy who was 
near, and when he came Jesus took him in 
his arms and said to his disciples, ‘* Who- 
ever receives one such little ‘child, or gives 
a cup of cold water in my name, receives me 
and is great in my kingdom,” 

Then Jesus said, ** Be careful not to of- 
fend one of these little ones, which believe 
in me, nor cause him to stumble or go 
wrong, for God knows about it.”’ ‘‘In 
heaven their angels do always behold the 
face of my Father, who is inheaven.’’ ‘It is 
not the will of your Father, whois in heaven, 
that one of these little ones should perish.’’ 
Sing the first two stanzas of ‘‘The Sweet 
Story of Old.’’ 

Another time, when Jesus was talking to 
grown people, some mothers came, bringing 
their little children, and they tried to get 
near enough, so that Jesus might see and 
bless them. You will enjoy a beautiful song 
which tells this story, Choose an older per- 
son to sing part of ‘*The Master has come 
over Jordan, said Hannah, the mother, one 





day.”’ (‘Songs for Little People,’’ 60 
cents, Pilgrim Press.) 

It was when the older people tried to push 
aside the mothers and their children that 
Jesus spoke those beautiful words which we 
call the Children’s Invitation, and which 
every child should know (Mark 10:14), 
** Suffer the little children to come unto me; 
forbid them not; for to such belongeth the 
kingdom of God,’’ Becareful lest any child 
may associate the idea of suffering with the 
first word of the text. Make plain that 
Jesus meant LET the little children come. 
No additional memory text is needed, there- 
fore omit the difficult ‘*Golden Text.” 
After Jesus said these loving words, he took 
the children in his arms and blessed them, 
or he placed his hands upon them. Call at- 
tention to your wall picture of ‘Christ 
Blessing Little Children,’? and choose the 
place where it may hang during the year. 
Sing ‘‘Jesus loves the dittle children’’ 


(Carols, 25 cents, Leyda Publishing Com-. 


pany, Chicago). Sing the-missionary stanzas 
of the above, and from ‘*Sweet Story of 
Old’’ or ‘*the World Children for Jesus ”’ 
(Carols) to impress the children that Jesus’ 
Invitation is for all the children of the world. 
Repeat : 


‘* T want to send a Whisper song 
Across the waters blue— 
And say to all the children there 
Jesus loves you."’ 


Hand-work.—A_ small picture of “‘ Christ 
and the Children,” té6 mount and take home, 
would be an afpropriate New Year’s souve- 
nir. - Ask that it be kept in sight during the 
year, 

CHICAGO, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


URING the week I sent to my girls the 
following outline to be copied into 
their books. ‘This gave us the pre- 

view of not only our first quarter’s lessons, 
but those of the year. I questioned them 
upon the outline, and we noted the value of 
having four records of Jesus’ life. . , 

The Life of Jesus Christ, recorded by 
Matthew, .Mark, Luke, and John: yee 

1. The Period of Preparation—thirty years. 

(1) Birth (Luke 2 : 1-40). 

(2) Boyhood (Luke 2 : 40-51). 

(3) The Silent Years(Luke 2 : 51, 52). 

(4) The Baptism (Luke 3 : 15-21). 

(5) The Temptation (Luke 4 : 1-13). 
2. The Period of Work—three years. 

(1) Jesus,, the Teacher. 

(2) Jesus, the Seeking Saviour. 

(3) Jesus, the Judge. 

(4) Jesus, the King. 

3. The Last Sad Week, 

4. The Last Sad Day. 

5. The Resurrection and Ascension, 

To-day we begin our story of Jesus, the 
great Teacher. Sometimes his disciples 
called him ‘* Teacher.”’ 

Whom do you consider the greatest school- 
teacher you know? The girls named various 
teachers. Isabel named her mother, who 
had been, before marriage, a splendid teacher 
of mine, I asked them why they considered 
these women great teachers. The girls spoke 
first of pleasant manner and then of making 
things plain. We applied these attributes to 
Jesus, the Greatest Teacher. 

When a good teacher sees her pupils have 
failed to understand a point she stops to 
make it plain. -This is what Jesus did. He 
saw that his pupils had an entirely wrong 
idea of service and greatness and first places, 
so he took his little class aside and explained, 
illustrating his idea of greatness by a little 
child. 

Sometimes Jesus the Teacher had a class 
of hundreds out on a hillside, but this time 
his class consisted of his little group of dis- 
ciples. 

Then we briefly ‘‘ placed” our lesson, I ex- 
plained how the fact that three disciples had 
gone upon the Mount of Transfiguration with 
Jesus might have been the cause of the dis- 
cussion on the way to Capernaum. 

We noted that the disciples were ashamed 
to tell Jesus the subject of their dispute along 
the way. How it must have wounded Jesus, 
with his own willingness te be a servant, to 
find his disciples so proud and jealous, and 
so anxious for glory and fame and position. 

Then Jesus told them how to be really 
great. Every girl would like to be ‘* some- 
body great.’’ This is Jesus’ way. What is 
she todo? Is it a disgrace to be a servant ? 
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If you were a servant, would you rather your 
master be rich or poor? Why? Of course 
every one would be glad to serve if the re- 
ward were large and the service were ap- 
preciated and the servant thanked. Servants 
are very rarely found who desire to work for 
love of the master. A little child never 
thanks his mother, and certainly doés not 
appreciate her loving service, yet day after 
day, because she loves him, she gives her 
service, not looking for reward. ‘This is the 
kind of serving Jesus would have of us. 

Then I told the girls the story about the 
three serving women who were at work on 
the top floor of their master’s home. The 
door-bell rang, and the workers saw through 
the ‘* busybody ’’ a wealthy man at the door. 
**T’ll go,’’ said the first worker. ‘* No, let 
me,’’ said the second. ‘‘ No, Jet me go,’’ 
said the third, and together all three rushed 
down to open the door. 

The bell rang again; a wealthy, popular 
lady stood at the door, ‘‘I’ll go,’’ said the 
first. ‘* No, let me,’’ said the second, ‘* No, 
let me go,’’ said the third, and together 
they eagerly rushed to the door, 

A third time the bell rang. This time a 
ragged child stood at the door. ‘* You go,”’ 
said the first. ‘* No, you go,’’ said ‘the sec- 
ond. ‘*No, you go,’’ said the third. So 
nobody answered the bell, and after a long 
wait the tired child passed on. 

Jesus is looking for girls who, for love of 
him, would have received the child as gladly 
as they would serve aking. Have you an 
opportunity to serve one too poor to pay you, . 
or too ignorant to appreciate it? id you 
give any Christmas gift to any too poor to 
give you one in return? Look among the 
poor for your chances to serve, rememb ring 
that the lowliest service done for Jesus’ sake 
is helping to make you great in the sight of 
Jesus. By such serving we may become 
servants of the richest King in all the world. 

Write at home what you remember of the 
lesson Jesus taught on ‘‘ Ilow to be great.’’ 

Tell what makes a deed great in Jesus’ 
eyes. 

Write from memory 1 Peter 5 : 5. 

Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read Luke 10: 1-24. How many mén 
were sent out? Why did Jesus send them ? 
What were they to do? What success did 
they have? What did Jésnis tell them to be 
glad about ? 

Memorize Matthew Io : 20. 
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Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View ”’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


ELL, here we are back in the New 
Testament. When I began to study 
my lesson the other night it seemed 

queer to jump right into the middle like 
that: ‘* And they departed thence.’? But I 
looked back and found out it was right after 
the three disciples had seen Jesus all shining 
up on the mountain that time, you know. 
So I got the run of it. And when, at the be- 
ginning of class, teacher had Fred read his 
five-minute outline of the life of Christ up to 
this lesson that made it all right. 

Teacher had hung up the old map we 
made two years: ago when we studied the 
first part of the life of Christ, and he had me 
point to each place as Fred read about it. 
That was easy, because you remember we 
drew lines with a wax pencil from one place 
to another wherever Jesus went, and all I 
had to do was to follow the lines. 

So we traced him around and back to 
Capernaum, like it says -in verse 33. Then 
what did teacher do but reach in the drawer 
of our table and take out one of those stereo- 
scope things that you look through at pic- 
tures of Niagara Falls and the Yosemite 
Valley. But he didn’t have any tame old 
views like that. He had a picture of Caper- 
naum, a regular photograph, showing just 
how it looks to-day. ‘There isn’t much of 
anything there now but a pile of rocks, with 
one stone house inside of a kind of wall. 
Teacher said that next Sunday’s lesson will 
tell us how Jesus foretold that Capernaum 
would be all destroyed, just as it is. 

Teacher took down the map and laid it on 
the table with the top to the north. He put 
a chair around on the west side, and had 
each boy sit in the chair, one after the other, 
to look through the thing, holding it so the 
picture was ‘right over Capernaum on the 
map. I tell you it was great. You could 


look down over where the city stood right 
It made you feel as 


onto the Sea of Galilee. 
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if you was right there. Best of all, teacher 
says he’s got a picture like that for every 
lesson this year. Isn’t that fine? I'll tell 
you about them every time, but why don’t 
you get a set of them for your class? 

After we'd all looked at Capernaum, 
teacher called for the four puzzles in the 
lesson. 

Bumps said the mysterious secret was that 
Jesus had to be killed and rise again, and 
some way the disciples couldn’t understand 
it even after he told it to them. 

‘The foolish quarrel turned out to be over 
the question which one was going to be the 
greatest in Christ’s kingdom, ‘Teacher said 
the disciples were always discussing that 
because they had an idea Jesus was going to 
have a kingdom like David’s, and appoint 
them to the offices, Le thinks that spirit 
unfits a man for a high office both then and 
now, 

The question about a sectarian rule 
stumped most of us, but little Carl Gray had 
figured it out. He said it was that rule the 
disciples made that nobody should work for 


Jesus who didn’t join their crowd and do the |- 


way they did. That’s in the verses left out 
in the quarterly, but we use our Bibles and 
most generally take the whole chapter. 

Teacher said Carl had hit it right and that 
was the spirit that used to make denomina- 
tions bitter at each other, but that now we 
were learning what Jesus tried to teach his 
diciples long ago, that people don’t have to 
see things alike nor do things the same way 
in order to love and serve Jesus. He says 
there’s a wonderful spirit of charity and fei- 
lowship among the churches now, and he’s 
glad of it. 

Then we came to the beautiful object-les- 
son that teacher wanted us to find. Bert 
‘Thomas said there were two of them—firsta 
little child, then a lot of babies, 

‘Teacher told the story of it till you could 
just about see Jesus with his arms full of 
litde babies, preaching to the mothers and 
the disciples on the text, ** Suffer little chil- 
dren to come unto me.”’ 





‘* Now what was he trying to teach them 
by these object lessons? ’’ asked teacher. 

We guessed three or four things, and 
finally Fred hit it by saying, ‘‘ A person has 
got to become like a child to be a Christian.” 

‘*That’s close to it,’? nodded teacher, 
**In what way must we be like children ?”’ 

**Oh, humility and faith, I suppose,’ 
Fred answered. 

** Some of these little smart Alecks around 
here ain’t very humble,’’ growled Bulldog. 

** No,’’ smiled teacher, ‘* because they’re 
not childlike. They are developing some of 
the qualities of sinful manhood, more’s the 
pity. It isn’t children that we are to imi- 
tate, but childlikeness, the true traits of 
childhood, Too many times the child tries 
to be like a man, and that spoils him.’’ 

‘* Nobody wants to be a kid forever,” said 
Bumps. 

‘* No,’’ answered teacher, ‘* but true man- 
liness is to be childlike.’? Then he wrote it 
on the board : 





TRUE MANLINESS IS 
TO BE CHILDLIKE 











He talked about that, and how childlike 
and yet how manly Jesus was, till the bell 
rang. 

It was a fine lesson, but the best thing was 
that pieture, ‘leacher said he got them from 
‘The Sunday School ‘Times, and that there is 
a place in the paper every week that tells 
about the picture and how to use it. I’d 
send for a set if I were you. 

P.S.—For next time the home study ques- 
tions are: Why did Jesus send the disciples 
out to preach? Why did he send them two 
and two? How were the disciples like 
lambs among wolves? What were purse, 
scrip, shoes, and why were they to carry 
none? Why were they forbidden to salute 
people by the way? Why were they not to 
go from house to house? What happened 
to Sodom, and why? 
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Christ and the Child-Spirit 


HE purpose of this article is to lead 
readers to study for themselves, to do 
their own wok, rather than accept 

what others write. The results of Bible 
study that are really our own are infinitely 
more valuable than any we obtain elsewhere. 
For this purpose the following suggestions 
are offered to those who wish to obtain the 
very best results from their work. 

1. The Scripture of the lesson should be 
read right through at the beginning of the 
week in order to obtain a general impression 
of the whole. 

2. An effort should then be made to grasp 
the context of the passage, looking back- 
wards and forwards, noting any particulars 
of time and place. This should be done 
under the guidance of Dr. Riddle’s ** Out- 
line Harmony of the Gospels’’ and a com- 
mentary (see the article, ** Books to Use on 
the 1914 Lessons,’’ in the Times of Dec. 6, 
1913). 

3. Now the work for each day should be 
taken up, and close attention be given to 
every phrase and word so as to make sure of 
the meaning. Even an English dictionary 
should not be despised. Allusions to ge- 
ography and history will of course be spe- 
cially noticed. 

4. Included in the work of each day should 
be a careful study of the Scripture refer- 
ences that are given. The Bible is often its 
own best interpreter, and references that 
really ‘‘ refer ’’ are invaluable, 

5. Ateach point consider carefully whether 
the suggestions in the Times’ article meet 
with your own approval. Independence of 
judgment is one of the most valuable assets 
in Bible study. We must ¢hink as well as 
read, lest our reading become so weighty as 
to crush out personal thought. 

6. Last of all, and in some respects most 
important of all, there should be a resolute 
application of the passage to our own spirit- 
ual life. Each one should ask; ‘* What 
does this say to me? What is God’s lesson 
for my soul ?”’ 

If these suggestions are kept in mind, the 





Bible class article will realize its purpose of 
helping to make thorough Bible students, 
who do their own work in their own way, 
while interested in whatever God may be 
saying to other workers. 


Daily Studies 


Monday.—Before entering upon the study 
of the present lesson, it is important to ob- 
tain a general idea of the position at which 
we commence, The Galilean ministry is 
over (as taken up in the lessons for 1912), 
and a new start is about to be made, which 
is generally called the Perean ministry. It 
consisted of a long, slow journey with Jeru- 
salem as its goal, though in between there 
were several visits to the capital. It covered 
about six months, and culminated in the 
closing days of Christ’s life. This will be 
the period of the present year’s lessons. 

It is essential to take a general view of the 
entire period. Luke has a great section 
(9:51 to 19:28), which should be read 
through, and which is to be placed between 
the Galilean ministry and the week of the 
Passion in Jerusalem, More about this may 
be seen in another article on the year’s les- 
sons on page 792 of this issue, but we 
must keep the entire section in view. Our 
first lesson commences at the very end of our 
Lord’s life in Galilee, when his public min- 
istry was over and he was just starting 
towards Jerusalem. Cesarea Philippi closed 
the former period, and the testing of the 
disciples as to their Master’s Messiahship 
provided the opportunity for Christ to dis- 
cover how far they had learned his lessons. 
Then came the new and mysterious teaching 
about the cross, and henceforward the main 
work of our Lord was the teaching and 
training of his disciples in preparation for 
the end. 

We must now endeavor to look at the first 
lesson as a whole, There are five distinct 
sections, and each of them will need special 
study day by day. Perhaps there is a key- 
thoughtsrunning through them which we can 
examine for ourselves and see whether it 
accords with our own ideas of the passage : 
Christ and the Child-spirit. 
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Tuesday.—Read Mark 9: 30-32. The 
journey from Cesarea Philippi would proba- 
bly be along the banks of the Jordan to 
Capernaum, ‘The secrecy (v. 30) was per- 
haps due to the hostility of the Jews, and 
also possibly because our Lord desired to 
have a quiet time with his disciples. It was 
at this time that he made his second an- 
nouncement of his forthcoming death, The 
first is found in chapter 8 : 31, and this sec- 
ond prediction included the new feature of 
his being ‘delivered up.’? Whether this 
means God’s action in ddhivering up his Son 
for man’s redemption or whether it refers to 
the act of the traitor is doubtful, though 
perhaps the latter is to be preferred (Matt. 
10:4; 20:19; 26: 21-25, 46, 48). The 
third announcement in Mark 10: 33 is still 
more definite. 

The effects of these announcements on 
the disciples are particularlyimportant. The 
first was received with indignation ; the sec- 
ond with a lack of understanding and a re- 
luctance to make inquiries; the third seems 
to have been received with silence,—at any 
rate, there is no record of a response, Com- 
parison should be made with Matthew 17: 
22, 23 and Luke 9: 43-45 for the different 
effects on the disciples. They received the 
news with sorrow, and yet with the absence 
of proper perception ; indeed, it was in some 
way veiled from them, and their hesitation 
in making an inquiry as to the meaning was 
probably due to their fear of something ter- 
rible happening. 

‘The section Saws very clearly the place 
of the cross in the mind of Jesus Christ. 
Special attention should be given to the pro- 
found ‘*must”’ of John 3: 14, including, as 
it seems to do, the great necessity from the 
threefold standpoint of God, of Christ, and 
of sin. The supreme thought is that of Life 
through Death, 

Wednesday.—Read Mark 9 : 33-37; paral- 
lels, Matthew 18: 1-5; Luke 9: 46-48. It 
is curious that each revelation of the cross 
was followed by an expression of pride and 
self-seeking on the part of the disciples. 
During the journey the disciples had actually 
been discussing who should be the greatest, 
and when in the brief sojourn. before pro- 
ceeding to Jerusalem the Lord asked them 
what had happened, they very naturally held 
their peace, Then he called them to him, 
and laid down the principle that the one way 
to obtain their wish would be to become a 
servant of all. This great law was then 
illustrated by means of a child. Embracing 
the little one, the Lord showed them that, 
instead of trying to be high, they should be 
kind. to the helpless; that simplicity of life 
and humility of attitude were the essential 
features of discipleship. The recent event 
of the Transfiguration had perhaps inspired 
hopes of greatness, and this rebuke was 
therefore all the more necessary. 

Our Lord uses the term ‘* In my name.’’ 
The name always means the character, and 
here it implies ‘‘on the ground of all my 
name means,’’ 

Thursday.—Read Mark 9 : 38-40; paral- 
lel, Luke 9: 49, 50. Our Lord’s lesson on 
humility seems to have prompted a confes- 
sion by John, who remembered something 
he had done which was altogether out of 
harmony with the truth just taught. Heand 
his fellow-disciples had seen some one doing 
the work of casting out spirits in the name 
of Jesus Christ, and they forbade him be- 
cause he was not one of the recognized fol- 
lowers, Jesus Christ at once reminded his 
disciples of the error they had committed. 
Such friendly, independent action was not to 
be forbidden. ‘* He followeth not us.’’ The 
real question was whether he was following 
Jesus Christ, and so there comes the pro- 
found truth that “He that is not against us 
is for us.’? This should be compared and 
contrasted with Matthew 12: 30: ‘* He that 
is not with me is against me.’’ There is no 
contradiction between the two ; indeed, they 
are complementary. When we judge our- 
selves we must take care that we are never 
neutral (Matt, 12 : 30); when we judge 
others we must take care that we are never 
narrow (Mark 9: 40). Once again we no- 
tice the phrase ‘“‘Thy name” and ‘“‘ My 
name,’’ as in verse 37. 

Friday. —Read Mark 9: 41, 42; compare 
Matthew 10: 42. These two verses seem to 
link themselves both to the teaching of verse 
40 and also that of verse 37. Christ shows 
that even the small gift of a cup of water 
based upon a right motive will not be with- 
out its reward. The explanation of every- 
thing is ‘‘ because ye are Christ’s.’? Then 


(Continued on next page) 
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The Bible Students Class 


( Continued from preceding page) 
comes the solemn word about causing one of 
** these little ones’’ to stumble. The child 
of verse 37 becomes the little one who be- 
lieves, and thus associates children with 
childlikeness, The thought of ‘* stumbling ’’ 
is very important, and was often on the iips 
of Christ. . Compare other passages that 
contain the word *‘stumble,”’ using your 
concordance, 


Saturday. —-Read Mark 10: 13-16; paral- | 


lels, Matthew 19: 11-15; Luke 18: 15-17. 
This incident was. perhaps somewhat later 
in the. Perean ministry, according to Luke’s 
connection, though the teaching is identical 
with what precedes, ‘The disciples were 
full of political ideas, and they probably 
thought that their Master could not be 
troubled and bothered by babies. It was far 
too undignified for Jesus Christ to be con- 
cerned with little children, « It is interesting 
to notice that the Greek has the masculine, 
and not the feminine, descriptive of those 
who brought the children. Does this mean 
that the fathers as wellas the mothers came? 
If so, our old hymn, ‘* When mothers of 
Salem their children brought to Jesus,’’ 


7 would need to be altered, 


The indignation of our Lord is striking, 
and was followed by the definite rebuke of 
the disciples. He tells them to allow the 
children to come to him, to cease to forbid 
them, since of such children is the Kingdom 
of God. We must be careful to notice that 
in view of the context these words refer lit- 
erally to children, for it is in the next verse 
that the lesson is taught to adults that they 
are to become like children, Our Lord 
seems to have had in mind the simplicity, 
confidence, and teachableness of children as 
truly expressive of the spirit that should ac- 
tuate members of his kingdom. 

Sunday.—As we. review this subject, there 
seem to be four main topics for special con- 
sideration. 

1. Christ and Children. Nothing could 
be more striking than our Lord’s attitude ; 
twice over we are toldof his embracing them. 
A little girl was once told that Jesus was the 
Man of Sorrows, and that -the Gospels. have 
no record of his laughter. She said that he 
must have smiled when he took the little 
children on his knee. The profound ques- 


tion of the Atonement and unconscious | 


childhood is very important, and the divine 
covenant of redemption must surely include 
that half of the human race that dies in in- 
fancy. Those who can get hold of the late 
Dr. C. S. Robinson’s **Studies in Mark’s 
Gospel ”’ (American Tract Society, 25 cents) 
will find an admirable treatment of this sub- 
ject (p. 111) ; and Dr, H. Clay Trumbull, in 
‘*Our Misunderstood Bible’’ (The Sunday 
School Times Co., $1), has an equally valu- 
able discussion which gves to the very root 
of the problem. 

2. Christ and Childlikeness is another im- 


portant topic: The children are already in | 


the kingdom, but the adult must enter by 
**receiving’’ it and for this purpose it is essen- 
tial that he should become as a little child. 
In simple trust he is to receive the kingdom, 
and whether for entrance into or life within 
the or this child-spirit is absolutely 
essential, 

} Christianity and Children forms a splen- 
did study. The care of childhood by the 
church since the days of Christ is among its 
snost striking results, and a book like Charles 
Loring Brace’s ‘*Gesta Christi’? (Doran, 
$1.25) shows that the transformation of 
childhood is one of the greatest evidences of 
Christianity. We can see the same to-day 
in contrast with heathenism and the work of 
Christian missions, This is part of the power 
of Christ on human society. Marriage and 
family life find in the Gospel their most po- 
tent influences, ° 

4. ‘The Duty of the Church to Children is 
therefore a vital and important matter, and 
the four words of Scripture may be adduced 
at this point : ‘* Despise not,”’ ‘* Forbid not,”’ 
** Provoke not,’’ ** Offend not.’’ It will be 
worth while finding the passages where these 
words occur. A shepherd explained that he 
had fine sheep by taking care of the lambs. 

Summing up the whole lesson, we may 
see in it four great thoughts, and it will be 
well for us to associate them with any of the 
verses in the lesson: (1) Salvation, (2) Sim- 
plicity, (3) Sympathy, (4) Service. 


Questions for Study 


1. What other references to the Death of 
Christ are found in the Gospels? Collect 
and compare. 


2. What other references to children are 
found in the New ‘Testament? 

Ki What other allusions are found to the 
** Name of Christ,’’ especially in the Fourth 
Gospel ? 

4. What is the meaning of the ‘* Kingdom 
of God,”’ especialiy in relation to our being 
in the Kingdom and the Kingdom in us? 

5. What do we find revealed here of the 
| character of Jesus Christ ? Matt. 11 : 29.) 
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FOR FAMILY WORSHIP | 


By John Timothy Stone, D.D. } 





HIS week we begin a new year of study, 
and it is providential that we have 
three days in our week before the 

new year really opens, It gives us an op- 
portunity to think and plan, So many times 
we impulsively start certain lines of work or 
reading without having given consideration 
to our resolves and purposes ; hence, there 
is a lack of interest, because we find after- 
ward that we might have begun in some bet- 
ter way. _ System, plan, and faithfulness 
have very much to do with the success of 
any movement, and especially the work of 
Bible study and devotional life. The regu- 
larity of life means physical health, and it 
also means spiritual health, If we do not 
eat and sleep and exercise regularly, we find 
that our bodies become heavy, slow, and 
lazy. But regularity means vigor, strength, 
and interest. 

Just so our spiritual lives need this regu- 
lar attention and care. Outside the blessing 
of our family devotion we ought to plan to 
begin the new year with some regularity in 
our own personal devotion. It is just as 
easy for us to turn our thoughts in a definite 
direction when we begin the day, and before 
we see others, as it is to allow it to be care- 
less and thoughtless, Many have read one 
chapter of the Proverbs each morning, re- 
peating this each month, There are just 
enough chapters to relate themselyes to the 
days of the month. In this way I ‘have 
known friends who have committed the 
| Proverbs to memory unconsciously, by going 
over them month after month, day after day, 
in this way. Others have books of daily 
thought, daily help, The little book, ‘* Daily 
Strength for Daily Needs’’ is a wonderful 
help. But there are very many now, and 
many of them associated with happy memo- 
ries and devoted lives, A whole list of such 
books is before me as I write, including the 
lives of Bonar, Spurgeon, Moody, Phillips 
Brooks, Dr. A. J. Gordon, Henry Drum- 
mond, Maltbie Babcock, and others. These 
are all suggestive, and have the personal 
touch as well’ It is wise to have a few 
verses of Scripture, or perhaps a single verse, 
which shall be the direction and guidance of 
the day. A friend of mine went up toa 
coJored porter at the North Philadelphia 
Pennsylvania Station, and, touching him on 
the shoulder and calling him by name, said : 
** What's the verse to-day ?”’ 

Immediately the response came back with 
a verse. Yes, that porter has known his 
verse every day for twenty years, and with 
his. work has carried the message of Chris- 
tian love jn his kind personality and cheer- 
julness. 

Identify the new year with Jesus Christ b 
having a regular, definite association wi 
him through his Word each morning. 





December 29 to January 4 


Mon.—Mark 9 : 30-41. Jesus and the Children. 
The dispute of the disciples as to which 
was the greatest was silenced by Christ’s 
wonderful insight and his clear presentation 
of truth, in the illustration of a little child. 
The Master of men reveals the greatness of 
his life in his interest in that which is least. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Jn our prayer to- 
day let us remember the great blessing God 
has sent into our lives through little chil- 
dren. How many opportunities for pa- 
tience, confidence, for suggestion, for thought 
and planning, their lives. suggest. Let 
us remember how soon they grow up, and 
how willing God is to guide them through 
the years of character-forming. 

Tues.—Mark 10: 13-16; Matt. 19: 13-15; Luke 
18: 15-17. Jesus Blesses Children. 

The wrong emphasis is often placed upon 

our work, and we sometimes discriminate 








with little wisdom between the great duties 
and manifold obligations, We think we 
have no time to spend with the child. But 
the father or mother who allows life to be 
filled with duties other than domestic duties, 
refuses the child the place which is his right 
in affection and time. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Let us thank God 
that his love for our children is greater than 
ours, that he is ever mindful of their needs, 
also that he is willing to give us wisdom that 
we may teach and train them aright, that 
we may exercise patience, that we may be 
able to put ourselves in their places and 
judge from their standpoint, that we may 
keep young through their youth, and see with 
the vision of childhood. 


Wed.—Prov. 3: 1-12. Good Instruction. 

The sixth verse of this third chapter of 
Proverbs is such a wonderful verse! It has 
in it precept and promise. ‘In all thy 
ways acknowledge him, and he will direct 
thy paths.”” When Thomas was troubled 
because of those wonderful words of Christ 
beginning, ‘‘ Let not your heart be troubled,”’ 
he said to Christ: ‘*Lord, we know not 
whither thou goest, and how can we know 
the way?”. Jesus gave that wonderful an- 
cone : ‘*I am the way, the truth, and the 
ite, *” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: As every one of us 
cach day faces new responsibilities, new prob- 
lems, let us ask. God to direct us, daily, hour- 
ly, and moment by. moment; pray that we 
may think of the:real objective of service and 
guidance; pray that we may all feel that we 
are watking in the way of Christand that he 
ts our companion, 


Thurs.—1 Sam, 3: 11-21. Obedience Rewarded. 

We ought to read the first ten verses of 
this chapter if we are going to get the whole 
story. It must have been very hard for 
young Samuel to tell Eli the hard things 
which God had told him. But ‘Samuel 
told him every whit, and. kept :nothing from 
him.”? Then it tells us later, ‘*Samuel 
grew, and Jehovah was with him.’’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : We may all honor 
the truth and follow it more exactly, that we 
may not prevaricate, exaggerate, or miis- 
represent, Exaggeration ts a great sin. We 
use superlative words many times carelessly. 
Exactness for God means that God will honor 
us with greater responsibility and blessing. 
Let us pray to be very truthful. 


Fri.—Luke 1: 5-20. A Child Bringing Joy. 
That word of the angels: ‘*And thou 
shalt have joy and gladness, and many shall 
rejoice at his birth,’’ was given to the whole 
wide world. There are few joys in life com- 
pared with the joy that a little child brings 
into a home and to a mother’s and father’s 
hearts. And there is no joy like the joy of 
the Christ-child born into the human life ! 
The sadness and anxiety and sin of many a 
life will go when Christ is born in the heart. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: We do not pray 
enough for the little children in our homes 
and in our churches. The great blessing of 
remembering little children in public prayer 
in church is not followed as constantly as it 
should be; neither do we thank God enough 
in the home. Let us praise God for our 
children, for what they are, for what they 
may be, calling them by name in prayer, and 
asking God’s blessing on their problems and 
on their little lives. 

Sat.—Matt. 21: 1-16. Children’s Praise. 

This was the time when the Lover of chil- 
dren became the children’s Lover. And in 
that triumphal march, the wreaths and flow- 
ers upon which he trod were no doubt thrown 
by child hands as well as by those of men and 
women, and their happy shouts of joy and 
gladness must have cheered and prepared 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 4 (Mark 9 : 30-41; 10 : 13-16) 


his heart for the sorrow and trial which 
awaited him. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Thank God for the 
joys of life, for his constant, recurring mer- 
cies and blessings ; for the sunshine, for the 
clear air, for the blue skies and starry 
heavens; for pure water; for song and 
music ; Fp color and beauty; for pictures 
and books; for fields and friends ; for home 
and school and church ; for love and laugh- 
ter; for the Bible, and for Jesus Christ. 


Sun.—Eph, 6:1-9. Exhortation to Obedience, 

Recently, in asking one as to the wel- 
fare of a friend, the reply came: ‘* He has 
been an example to this entire city and this 
community in his loving care for his father. 
Infirmity, weakness, and pain filled the closing 
years of his father’s life, but he was always 
at his side, always patient, thoughtful, com- 


‘panionable with him. The honor which he 


showed to his father has influenced the 
childhood and youth of this community.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Thank God for 
reverence ; for the devotion which Christian 
love emphasizes. Thank God for kindness, 
obedience, respect, gentleness, courtesy, self- 
sacrifice, self-forgetfulness, Pray that chil- 
dren may be thoughtful of the comfort of 
their parents, learn to be alert, responsive in 
the home, to take the initiative in doing kind 
things. Pray that politeness and gentleness 


' may be the natural habit of the home. Pray 
that we may all be examples to one another. 





Children at Home 











When Teddy Went Hunting 
By Constance Prince 


T WAS Saturday, and there was no school. 
‘Leddy had planned to do his Saturday 
,work all up in the morning, for he 


. ;wanted to go with the boys in the afternoon. 


Some of them had arranged to go together 
to ‘om Dorin’s wood lot and hunt for nuts 


this afternoon.. ; 
‘ ss Bere = to start right after dinner,’ 


‘and told Teddy that they would come around 


“past his house ;“arid ‘for him'to bé all ready. 


‘Teddy did his ‘work faithfully ; he’ brought 
up some coal,'piled'up some kindlings, and 
raked the yard up clean. ; 

Teddy had not asked motlier yet if he 
could go to the woods. He knew that she 
did not like to have him go away with the 
beys like that, and a. gun, too—. But he 
hoped that if he did his: work real well she 


- might let him go just this once. 


Mother knew just how much he wanted 
to go, but mother also knew that some 
of the boys were apt to be careless, and she 
thought that it would be wiser for Teddy to 
go to the woods when some older person 
would be with him. Besides, to-day mother 
had another reason—only it was a secret. 
Uncle Bob had written to mother yesterday, 
and he had asked her to keep Teddy around 
the house to-day, for he might be able to 
come over, and he would have a fine treat 
for Teddy. He had asked her not to tell 
Teddy anything about it. 

After dinner mother asked Teddy to go to 
the store for her on an errand. 

‘* Be sure not to stop anywhere, dear,’’ 
she said; ** hurry right back, please.’’ 


‘Teddy really intended to obey—but at the” 


corner he met all the boys coming after him. 

**T can’t go to-day,’’ he told them. 

They teased him to go along with them, 
but he shook his head. 

‘¢Oh, come as far as the fence,’? Tom 
suggested; ‘* you can cut across then and 
get home just as soon.’’ 

Teddy thought that would be all right, 


. and walked along. At the fence they saw a 


squirrel run across the small field, and they 
all ran after it; they kept on ranning, and 
before Teddy knew it they were in the wood- 
lot. 

** Whew ! 
panted. 

The boys all protested. They would only 
stay a minute. He was there, he might as 
well stay. Probably his mother wouldn’t 
care much anyway. Teddy just shook his 
head until one of the boys said, ‘‘ Mama’s 
baby.”” Teddy couldn’t bear to be laughed 
at; he flushed and started along with them 
into the woods. 

It was a very unhappy-looking Teddy who 
tramped into the. yard about four o’clock ; 
and it was a very unhappy-looking mother 


Guess I’ll go now,’’? Teddy 





who sat and sewed in the pretty living-room, 
‘Teddy came in very quietly, and sat down 
across the room from mother, and waited. 
He wished that mother would look smiley, 
as she usually did ; he wished she would say 
something. Even if she scolded, it would 
be better than to have her look so sorry, 

At last, after what seemed like a long time 
to Teddy, mother put her sewing down, 

“Tam that you were not here after 

dinner,’’ she said, ‘‘and Uncle Bob was 
” 
Bob! the best and jolliest uncle 
that ever lived. Teddy jum to his feet, 
forgetting his shame in the hope of seeing 
the beloved uncle. 

**Is Uncle Bob here? ”” 

**Not now,’’ mother answered; ‘‘he 
wanted te see you, and went as far as the 
store to meet you, but they told him there 
that you had gone toward the woods with 
the boys, and he couldn’t wait.’ 

‘**] didn’t mean to go, mother, really, but 
the boys—’’ Teddy began hurriedly. 

**It does not matter what the want 
or say, does it, when I have said that you 
are not to do a certain thing?” mother 
asked, 

Teddy hung his head. 

“Uncle Bob was more sorry to find that 
you had disobeyed mother than he was for 
anything else.’’ 

“Why didn’t he stay?’’ Teddy asked. 
**Is he coming back? ’ 

**He only stopped on his way to the city 
in his new automobile; he wanted to take 
you with him, and came around here on pur- 
pose to do so,’’ mother explained. 

Teddy had never had a long ride in an 
automobile; and to go to the city with 
Uncle Bob, in Uncle Bob’s own car, would 
be the most wonderful thing that could hap- 
pen. Big boy as he was, ‘Teddy went down 
in a crumpled heap on the floor, and his 
head went down on mother’s knee, Teddy 
cried—yes, cried as if he were not ten years 
old. He was so sorry. 

Mother smoothed his hair tenderly. ‘It 
has been a hard lesson, hasn’t it, dear?’’ 
she said, “It is one of the most important 
things in life to learn to obey ; and it is best 
for us if we learn it while we are little.’ 
The next week mother had a letter from 
Unclé Bob ;‘in it he wrote, **I think that I 
know Teddy well enough to be sure that he 
learned a lesson last week. Please tell him 
that I have ¢o go to the city agein next Sat- 
urday,,and I'll call for him at half-past ten,’’ 


ROCKLAND, Mass, 
Se 


Parents’ Problems 
(Continued from page 792) 


sorry, 
Uncle 


where there is a boys’ colony, supported and 
kept by a private man, where they have their 
own gayernment, court, etc, I don’t want to 
send him to a state reformatory ; this would be 
the last thing that I would like to do, but some- 
thing I must do. Would the Navy Yard be a 
good place to send him? I want to do only 
what is in harmony with God's will. Can you 
advise me ?—J. M. 

INFER that the ‘* boys’ colony ’’ referred 
to is the George Junior Republic. ‘lhat 
is not the place for this boy. It would 

probably do him more harm than good, 
Some boys from very low environments are 
helped by it, but the limitations of useful- 
ness for institutions of that group are nar- 
row. I doubt the advisability of the Navy 
Yard, although it is probably less onjection- 
able than the George Republics. As for a 


state reformatory there is nothing in this |’ 


mother’s letter to show that a reformatory is 
the place for her son, He does not appear 
malicious, dangerous, or criminal in ten- 
dency—except that he is becoming untruth- 
ful, unsteady, and unreliable. ‘The letter 
does not show farther. 

It may be a question whether the boy is 
wholly normal or sound mentally. He ap- 
pears to lack self-control, continuity, per- 
sistence. If he is in any degree mentally 
defective, or even only ‘‘ backward,’ that 
fact can be ascertained by tests un:ler expert 
supervision. Definite direction on this point 
can be obtained through institutions for 
special training, or the local Scheol Board, 
If he should. be found mentally «etective he 
is not-so much so as to put him beyond the 
probability of great improvement by -pre- 
scribed training. 

On the other hand, he may not be defect- 
ive at all, but passing through the ‘‘ storm 
and stress.’ of adolescence, ‘‘ finding him- 
self,’’ getting his ‘‘ adjustment’ for ap- 
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proaching mauhood,: and'‘he may emerge 
correct and strong. This is not unlikely. 
Certainly he is at the age for this stress, and 
what he needs is watchtul oversight without 
irritating parental interference or meddling 
with his experimental life. He needs sym- 
poe interest without coddling, .He must 
earn from his mistakes which are.sure to re- 
sult from the greater liberty demanded at 
this time. Systematic manual work miglit 
help to co-ordinate his faculties and steady 
him. But first, Where is he when he is 
away and not working? His father does 
not know. But he ought to know. When 
this is known, the problem may. be more 
easily solved. 





A request comes orally for an opinion of 
John Martin's bopk, ‘A Magazine for Litile 
Children,"’ 


F THERE is a more difficult publisher's 
proposition than that of making a desir- 
able periodical for little children I should 

like to know what it is, ‘There are reasons for 
this which cannot be described here. But 
one principal reason is that such journals are 
really addressed to the parents under cover 
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of the children. The testimony of little folk 
can be obtained in unlimited quantity g7o or 
con as desired. The difficult feat is to inter- 
pret the situation, Now, children by the 
quantity are ‘*crazy”? about John Martin’s 
book—so we are told. But they are just as 
crazy about some other things, whether such 
things are good or bad for them, 

I am talking general principles, No mat- 
ter how expensively such a magazine is gotten 
up or how supposedly ‘‘ artistic ’’ its red and 
black designs, the question at least of the 
child’s eyesight in the reading of an over- 
crowded page, or in poring over a swirl of 
text and ‘‘funny’’ illustrations, cannot be 
ignored. And why are spooks and mon- 
strosities in such abundance neceSsary, or 
necessary at all? 

Really, does child-nature demand the im- 
possible monstrosity, or does the parent de- 
mand it under. the delusion that the child 
needs it for his entertainment? Isn’t it, 
after all, an adult’s way of trying to be dil 
ferent from an adult, and therefore of being 
a child for the occasion? I leave the ques- 
tion open at present, Butt think I know 
the answer. 
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Some Cocoas are cheap by 
|\the can but cost m 
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Why Not Go 
To Tokyo 


Without a Dollar’s Expense to Yourself 


@ For the World's Eighth Sunday School Convention is to 
meet in Tokyo.in 1916, and you will wantz to be there, 
with increasing eagerness as the time draws near, 


g A long journey is worthy of early preparation. 
Now. And begin by asking The Sunday School Times 
Company how it proposes—and it does propose no less 
than this—to make the Tokyo trip a reality for many 
Sunday-school workers without money cost to the workers 


@ This is not a “prize”’ plan, heavy with disappointment 
to those who do not win. 
adequate compensation for all who try it, even if for | 
any reason they finally find they cannot go; and for 
those who do go the plan will be a gratefully remem- 
bered partner in a rich experience never to be forgotten. 


@ Please don’t lose time in wondering. Just ask to-day 
on a postal card, for the Zokyo Plan. 


THE SuNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
Walnut Street, 


Begin 


The plan has its entirely 


Philadelphia Pa. 
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WILDE'S 
BIBLE, 
PICTURES 


The Greatest Supplementary 
Aid to the Study of the Sunday 
School Lessons Published 


Beautifully printed on heavy coated 
paper, 6x8 inches in size; 800 subjects. 

rice, one cent each. No order for less 
than ten recei 


PICTURE SETS 


Illustrating the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lessons for 1914. Consists 
of sixty (60) pictures. Enclosed in an 
attractive portfolio, 50 cents postpaid. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
120 Boylston Street, Boston 


WESTERN OFFICE: 
Rand - McNally: ulldivig; ‘Chicago, II. 
asa ba 


$1000.— 6% 


FIRST MORTGAGE 
FARM LOAN 


on choice 160-acre farm only two miles 
from town. roo acres in cultivation. 
Farm worth three and a half times the 
amount of the mortgage. 

Write at once for particulars, and book- 
let G, ‘Three Generations of Farm 
Mortgage Investments.”’ 


CHARLES E. COLEMAN, Manager of Estates | 
Farm Mortgage Investments 
542 SOUTH DEARBORN STREET, CHICAGO 


REE en 


Home 

Trial 
freight Prepaid 

No matter where you live I am willing to send §J 

direct from our factory, freight beawee «| a beau- 
tiful, brand new, Sweet Toned ILLLAMS Piano. 
with a nice stool, a fine silk scarf and our splen- 
did Williams Piano Teacher (Instruction Book) 
for a real FREE trial in yourown home, without 
| security, advance payment or obligation. For a 
whole month, examine, play and test the 


Sweet Toned 


» WILLIAMS Piano 


Built on honor for you music-ioving peo 
walt a good, guecttoned: penagtly made piano at.a fair 
d honest net factory price) and thenif want tokeep 
Rly mag ake oui oles ofan of eur. eany. 
sable. In other words, the 
in every 


ust prov: ect] 
way or you don’t have ikeep it. 


-Fact Price—Save $3100 
Suze: pay iA f: We save s all the 
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I Make It 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, January 4, 1914 : 


Twelve Great Verses. I. The Salvation 
Verse (John 3 : 16), Consecration 
meeting. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Salvation by grate (Eph. 2 : 1-9), 
TUES.—By faith (John 5 : 24-29). 
WED.—By obedience (Heb. 5 : 5-9). 
‘THURS. —By works (Jas. 2 : 14-26). 
FRI.—From selfishness (1 John 3 : 16-24). 
SAT.—To service (1 Thess. 1 : 4-10). . 











What does this verse mean to you? 
Why is faith necessary to salvation ? 
What is implied in the word salvation ? 


f-*OD loves the world. This is the best 

news ever spoken. Our work is hard 

and heavy. We are not. equal to it. 
Our homes have been broken and loved ones 
that were once with us are with us no more, 
The whole problem and experiment of life is 
confusing and bewildering to our minds, 
Those whom we love more than ourselves, 
more than our very lives, are where we can 
only pray for them when we would fain guide 
them and support them. Around us are 
mysteries and dreads on every hand,—mis- 
fortunes and sorrows and sickness and death. 
All true, but not all the truth, For over all 
this, and in the midst of all this, God loves us. 

% 

But what love can there be at the back ofa 
world in which such things are allowed? 
Ask the fathers and mothers who sent their 
sons and daughters away from home to school 
last fall. ‘They might have kept them in the 
home, clothed and fed them there, spared 
them all contact with the rude freedom of the 
world,. saved them from mistakes by saving 
them from responsibility. They might have 


‘| indulged their tenderness, toward their chil- 


dren by relusingetmeigabscied fiom. thes. 
| ‘Would this have been the part of love? Not 


go. With sacrifice ‘that tore.open their very 
lives they Sent them: otit to freedom because 
they loved them, preferring that they should 
run the risks of mistakes in order to run the 
race of manhood and character and power. 


But God’s love did what no human love can 
do. It set among his children in this world 
of peril and freedom that one among his chil- 
dren who was First and Last and his only Son, 
that his steps might be guide to all the rest, 
his strength their protection, his breast their 
tefuge, his presence their safety, his life their 
own. ‘Not only did God put his children for 
love’s sake in a dangerous world, but he sent 
with them his Son, for their salvation from its 
danger. 

Through the love of God there is safety. 
That is the happy tidings, not only that all 
of us who have failed may be forgiven and 
rescued by the Saviour whom love has given, 
but that that same Saviour can keep in his 
perfect security those whom we love, who are 
abroad among all the perils of the great wide 
world, and whom we cannot help. What 
a comfort to fathers and mothers who send 
their loved ones out as missionaries. What 
a comfort to all'of us who go about leaving 
dear ones unprotected yet safe in Jesus’ keep- 
ing, we and they, 


But what is it that makes the world so per- 
ilous? Why is freedom a danger to the soul? 
Let us not be deceived by the smooth speech 
of our day. One thing and one thing only 
has confused the world, and that thing is sin, 
the will’s deliberate perversity in every one 
of us, and the inherited fruits of that perver- 
sity in all who come after us. Man chose 
wrong from the beginning, and each wrong 
choice has entangled the world more and 
more, Only a stupendous deed could deal 
with the burden which the world had heaped 
up on itself. Nothing could avail to break 
off the bonds which sin had wound upon us 
but a blow of love as massive as the mischief 


which must be undone. And this delivering 
deed of love God did in sending his Son, 
who was the love of God, ‘*Oh, my son,’’ 
writes a father tovhis boy, ‘*I send you my 
love.’’ But the boy receives only a letter. 
**Oh, my children,’’ says God, ‘*I send you 
my love for your help.’’ And lo, Christ, the 
love of God, is come, safety in our danger, 
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deliverance from our burden, guide along the 
future’s untried way. 


Have you believed that God loves us? Do 
you believe it now? If you did, would you 
worry as you are worrying? Would you live 
as you are living? What is love? -What is 
the real proof of it? 

















HOUSANDS once felt Ye 
as youdo. Sanatogen 
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brought back their strength. “— 


Can you afford to put off taking Sanatogen? 
If you enjoyed the acquaintance of the count- 
less grateful users of Sanatogen, they would 
tell you how depression and lassitude were 
replaced by buoyancy and vigor; how diges- 
tion improved; how grateful and dreamless 
sleep followed the old dreadful insomnia. 


Among these users of Sanatogen are the most dis- 
tinguished and intellectual people living, princes of the 
church, captains of industry, great artists,. well-known 
players, thoughtful writers; men and women who’ were 
certainly not victims of their imaginations, 


Eighteen thousand physicians, whose letters are on 
file, clinch the foregoing testimony with their calculated 
and well-weighted tributes of praise. 


Sanatogen is no mere stimulant, but a creative food 
and tonic conveying only the purest albumen and phos- 
phorus—their own proper food—to the hungry cells and 
tissues, storing up energy and enabling them to draw still 
further supplies from the ordinary daily food. 


Write for a Free Copy of *‘ Nerve Health Regained” 


If you wish to learn more about Sanatogen, before you use 
it, write for a copy of this booklet, beautifully illustrated and 
comprising facts and information of the greatest interest. 


Sanatogen is sold by good druggists everywhere, in three sizes, from $1.00 


THE BAUER CHEMICAL CoO., 
26 G IRVING PLACE, - - NEW YORK 





Col, Heary Watterson, 


the famous editor, 
writes : 

**1 feel I owe it to truth 
to state that I have made 
a thorough trial of Sana- 
togen, and that I have 
found it most efficacious 
and beneficent. I do not 
think I could have re- 
covered my vitality, as [ 
have done, without this 
Sanatogen operating 
equally upon the diges- 
tive organs and nerve 
centers, 


Lady. Heary Somerset, 
fhe prominent social 
reorm advocate, 


writes : : 
*Sawatogen undowtic. | 

. res sleep, in- 
b ced ‘tie ‘Patient 

raceé’-4he” b 

health. I have watched 
its effect on people whose 
nervous’ systems have 
been entirely under- 
mined, and I have proved 
Sanatogen to be most val- 
nable.”’ 


Mame. Olive Schreiner, 
the gifted writer, 
states: 

* Nothing that I have 
taken for years has given 
me such a sense of vigor 
as Sanatogen.”” 


Mme. Sarah Grand 
Author of the ‘‘ Heav- 
enly Twins,” writes : 

**1 began to take Sana- 
togen after nenety four 
years’ enforced idleness 
from__extreme debility, 
and felt the benefit almost 
immediately. nd now, 
after taking it steadily 
three times a day for 
twelve weeks, I find my- 
selt able to enjoy both 
work and play again, and 
also am able to do -as 
much of both as I ever 

id. 


Sanatogen received the Grand :Prize at the International Congress of Medicine, London, ‘191. 








**Men and Missions: 





ceded by a thorough Every-Member Ca 


in offerings for Church Support— 
We would supply, without charge, envelopes for the next year—Single or Duplex. 
church to report that no increase followed the 
r 
eo felt 


In more than a year and a half there has been one si 
adoption of the Duplex System, althovgh a thorough Ev: 
told us when he wrote to take advan of our offer, that 


free supply was exhausted, the church placed its o 

The offer still holds good. 

The Duplex Envelope System for the Church and the Robert 
the Sun ai boned are both fully explained in ‘‘DUPLEX 
SUNDAY OOL METHODS 
free DUPLEX UNIT No. 13. 


ler for the third year. 





The Offer Still Holds Good 


For about a year we published the following offer on the back cover of 
ions:”’ ‘ 

That if any church which adopted our Duplex Envel 

nvass (as outlin 

of the Laymen’s Missionary Movement, No. 1 Madison Avenue, New York) 

: did not receive an increase in offerings to Missions, without any decrease 


-Member Canvass was made. 
© was anxious to try again because 
sure a second attempt would result differently. mag omy A he was right. When the 


Duplex for 
?.—§4 pages, illustrated. Write for a copy and for 
DUPLEX-RICHMOND, VA. 
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Teachers’ 


equal. 


Every need considered. Sales increased every year. 


used, you should learn what you have missed. 
Scholarly—Practical— Spirituei. 


If not 
It has no 
8vo, cloth, $1.00 net (Postage ro gents). 


For the Sunday School Lessons 
1914 


Tarbell’s Guid e" used in the past you know its great worth. 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY. New York, 158 Fifth Avenue; Chicago, 125 No. Wabash Avenue; and All Booksellers 








